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Forward Movement Program Adopted by General Synod 


To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States: 


Dear Fathers and Brethren:—Your committee to whom were referred reports of Boards, Com- 
mittees, Educational Institutions, and the agencies looking toward the inauguration of a forward move- 
ment of the whole denomination, beg to report as follows: 

We feel that the Church of Jesus Christ is confronted with the greatest opportunity of all 
history to make the “whole world Christian. The world is plastic and impressionable as never before. 
All nations are fluid and waiting to be cast into a new mold. Undreamed of moral and spiritual -re- 
sources have been uncovered and released. The unparalleled outpouring of life and treasure in the 
Great War has been a veritable revelation. There are possibilities of faith, courage, loyalty and self- 
sacrifice in human nature of which we had never dreamed. 

This spirit of loyalty, this capacity for sacrifice and suffering and service aroused by the wat, 
must Not be allowed to become quiescent. If the Church knows the day of her supreme opportunity, 
she will capitalize them for the Kingdom of God. Timidity and doubt dare no more pogsess the Church 
as she confronts her gigantic task, than such a spirit could have been permitted in the nation as she 
went forth to war. Will not a vision of peace and a redeemed humanity stir the heart and the imagina- 
tion of the Church as profoundly as the war for freedom and democracy stirred the patriotism of 
the nation? Do we have an aim and an ideal one whit less appealing than the aim of the Allied 
Nations in the great conflict that has ended in victory for the right? 

We believe further, that the Reformed Church is challenged to take her full share of the task 
which God has assigned to His Church. She dare not shirk this responsibility, she cannot evade it 
and maintain her self-respect and the respect and confidence of the other great bodies of Christendom 
who are moving forward with stupendous programs in a united task. 

The needs of the Church in its various departments have already been set before you. Shall 
we face them or turn away from them? Shall we accept them or deny our responsibility to deal 
with them? Shall we take up our own duty or pass it over to some one else? 

The answer of your Committee to these questions leads us to the following recommendation 
for the consideration of your reverend body. We recommend: 

(1) That General Synod inaugurate a new era movement for the Reformed Church in the 
United States. 

(2) That the General Synod endorse and co-operate in the Interchurch World Movement. 


(3) That the primary objectives of this campaign shall be the quickening and deepening 
of the spiritual life of the Church, the broadening of her interests and outlooks, the increasing of her 
efficiency, the promotion of the sense of Stewardship of life and possessions, the enlistment of men and 
women for service, the creation of a profounder sense of responsibility for the Christianizing of all 
human relationships and for bringing men in ever increasing numbers into the Kingdom of God, and 
the increasing of the spirit of unity and co-operation with the other Protestant Churches of America, 

(4) That the General Synod recognize that the following amounts represent the estimated needs 
of the various interests of our Church for the next five years, over and above the regular apportion- 
ments: Home Missions, $1,000,000; Foreign Missions, $1,115,700; Publication and Sunday Schools, 
$250,000: Ministerial Relief, $1,100,000; Schools, Colleges and Seminaries, $2,125,000; Board of Edu- 
cation, $200,000; total, $5,790,700, but that the final respective amounts be determined by a commission 
hereinafter recommended to be named, after a careful survey of all the various interests of the 
denomination has been made. 

(5) That the General Synod appoint a commission of twenty-five members for the conduct of 
the campaign on the basis of the following representation: 

1. A representative from each of the nine Synods, and five from the Church-at-large, to be 
appointed by the President of the General Synod; 

2. The President and Stated Clerk of General Synod; 

3. One representative from each of the following interests to be selected by the interests them- 
selves: Woman’s Missionary Society, Foreign Mission Board, Home Mission Board, Publication and 
Sunday School Board, Central Publishing House, Board of Ministerial Relief, Association of Schools, 
Colleges and Seminaries, Laymen’s Missionary Movement, Tri-Synodic Board. 

(6) That the Commission shall have the power to project the Campaign and erect such Com- 
mittees and Agencies and incur such expenditure of funds as may be necessary. 

Signed by all the members of the Committee, Charles E. Creitz (Chairman), F. C. Seitz, J. M. S. 
Isenberg, W. W. Rowe, D. S. Stephan, J. O. Reagle, A. Krampe, C. F. Kriete, Josias Friedli, V. J. 
Tingler, E. N. Evans, G: J. P. Raub, Emory L. Coblentz, H. F. Texter, Henry Burdorf, George B. 
Smith. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


America Must Continue to Feed a 
Laige Part of the World. Don’t 
Waste Food! 


The W. M. 8. of Wyoming Classis will 
meet at McEwensville, Pa., Rev. P. A. 
De Long, pastor, on April 2-3. The Execu- 
tive Committee will meet Wednesday at 2 
o’clock, the convention opening at 2.30. 
Mrs. D. M. Dieffenbacher, Corresponding 
Secretary, asks local societies to elect their 
delegates and send names to Mrs. P. A. 
DeLong, Watsontown, Pa. 


Christ Church, Roaring Spring, Pa., Rev. 
A. A. Hartman, pastor, went ‘‘over the 
top’? for War Emergency and also for its 
pledge towards the. support of Mrs. Karl 
Beck. Interesting sessions are held by the 
Teacher Training Class, which is studying 
the advanced course in Old Testament. The 
March issue of the ‘‘Monthly Visitor’’ ot 
Christ Church contains an edifying Lenten 
message from Pastor Hartman to his peo- 
ple. 


An attractive Lenten announcement has 
been issued by Redeemer’s Church, Littles- 
town, Pa., Rev. Milton Whitener, pastor. 
It contains suggestive Scriptural readings 
for every day during the Lenten season, a 
copy of which is to be found in our Home 
and Young Folks’ Department. The Wed- 
nesday evening sermons during Lent will 
be on the theme, ‘‘Some Elements of 
Christ’s Character for the Daily Life: 
Strength, Sincerity, Loyalty, Fearlessness 
and Love.’’ The Sunday evening themes 
include ‘*The Soul,’’? ‘‘Responsibility,’’ 
“*The Gift of Will,’’ ‘‘Infinite Capacity,’’ 
««Sin,’’ and ‘‘Salvation.’’ The folder also 
contains a helpful Lenten message from the 
pastor. 


Trinity Church, Saxton, Pa., Rev. George 
A. Baer, pastor, opened the year of 1919 
with two weeks of Evangelistic Services, 
Rev. E. F. Wiest, D. D., of Lebanon, Pa., 
in charge. The services proved very help- 
ful, giving the Church new life, after the 
deadening effect of being closed almost 
two months. Since January Ist, 21 new 
members haye been added and a large class 
is now being instructed in the Catechism. 
The prospects for many new members at 
Easter time are very bright. The Foreign 
Mission Day proved of unusual interest this 
year, Rev. J. F. Bucher, a missionary from 
China, giving an inspiring discourse. Mr. 
Bear reports that his congregation went 
‘fover the top’? jn the War Emergency 
Campaign, — me 


_on March 2. 
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The Bremen, Ohio, Charge, Rev. John F. 
Bair, pastor, finished the work of receiving 
pledges for the War Emergency ‘Campaign 
No canvass was made, the 
pastor calling for pledges at the regular 
Sunday services at each ‘Church. The 
Jerusalem congregation has a service flag 
of ten stars, among them one gold one. 
The pastor proposed that the nine white 
stars be each covered with a five-dollar 
bill and the gold star with a ten-dollar bill. 
This was soon done and the congregation 
went ‘‘over the top’’ almost 100%. The 
Colfax congregation, which numbers only 
29 members, went ‘‘over the top’’ about 
80%. Rushville went ‘‘over the top’’ 
32%. Mt. Zwingli did not quite raise its 
quota. The charge as a whole went ‘‘over 
the top’? 42%. Their quota was $75.20, 


‘the amount. raised $107.50, and more may 


yet be pledged. 


Rev. George H. Miller, pastor at Durham, 
Pa., recently said that when he gets away 
from home he is asked, ‘‘ Well, what are 
you doing at Durham?’’ In his answer he 
tells of a splendid Christmas festival in 
each of the ‘Churches, Durham and New 
Williams, the offerings sent to Bethany 
Orphans’ Home. He says that his charge 
is in the Emergency Campaign and expects 
to go ‘‘aver the top.’’ On account of the 
Emergency Campaign coming at the time 
of the Foreign Mission Service, the latter 
was postponed until a later time. This 
winter has been very favorable for country 
Churches, and the New Williams Church 
has been especially well attended. Pastor 
Miller and all his family were sufferers 
from the influenza during November, and 
the pastor was confined to his home for 
several weeks with an attack of bronchitis. 
‘He reports that the country surrounding 
Durham is being invaded by many foreign- 
ers coming in from Bethlehem and taking 
up farms. These people, with a few ex- 
ceptions, are Roman Catholics. The New 
Williams ‘Church is heavily endowed and 
the Durham Church ought to be, and will be. 

The climax of the Missionary Service 
held March 2nd in Dewey Avenue Church, 
Rochester, New York, came when the cap- 


tains of the Evangelistic Campaign re- 


ported. They came forward to place on 
the chart the first 20 seals representing 
those who have signified their desire to 
unite with the Church at Easter. It turned 
out that there were nearer 30 than 20. 
The pastor then asked if there were not 


some more who would take the same step. — 


The response was immediate. Finally 11 


had responded and when all of the seals 


had been affixed, it was found th 
39 in number, Naturally th 
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the Church as well as Pastor Groff felt 
very much encouraged. The goal of 2 
now appears easier to reach. These 
sults have been attained because of earnest 
prayer and hard work. The members ha 
spent many afternoons and evenings ca 
ing on strangers in the community. 
went away from this Missionary Ser 
feeling that there is nothing finer in 
world than Christian service, and they wish — 
to give themselves to such service with 
greater enthusiasm. P .. a 
‘To be a Christian is to be a missi hg 
ary’’ describes the spirit of the Foreign 
Mission service in the Dewey Av 
‘Church, Rochester, N. Y., Rev. Addison 
Groff, pastor, on March 2.’ Sunday Se 
and Church met together and tised the 


the Primary and Beginners’ Depar 
into the auditorium carrying paper bas 
they had made which contained thei 
fering. A little girl held the plate and th 
tots emptied their baskets as they marched 
past, receiving at the same time a n 
sionary picture from the superinten 
Ten young ladies in Japanese costume pre 
sented the dialogue, ‘‘Lotus San and .th 
‘Missionary School.’’? From this the econ 
gregation gained a clearer idea of wha 
such schools in foreign lands are doin 
the women. The pastor in a brief addi 
said: ‘‘My ambition is to see a half doz 
or more of you boys set out to beco 
preachers and others of you to become 
M. ©. A. workers and others learn 
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Forward March! 


66 OPE Synod will set up a big program. A big program is the only thing that gets any attention 
H these days. It is wonderful how big men are ready to line up for a big work.” 

“I do hope you can get something under way at Altoona. It seems to me that some big, 
unprecedented program may put flesh on the dry bones and give us the new life that will enable us to 
go on to something really modern that will meet the needs of tomorrow. When I get in with the men 
of some of the other Churches and hear of their work, it depresses me until I am tempted to feel that 
I am outside of the circumference, to say nothing of the centre.” 


We believe that these appeals, the first from one of our most active and far-sighted laymen, the 
second from one of our most virile ministers, coming just before the special meeting of our General 
Synod, voiced the undoubted sentiment of the progressive spirits of our own Zion all the way from Dan 
to Beersheba. That those who went and many who could not attend the Synod were not forgetting to 
pray was clearly evidenced at every stage. Never have we attended a gathering of the representatives 

* of the Reformed Church that was more manifestly under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. So remark- 
able was this meeting of our General Synod that we have no hesitancy in predicting that it will in the 
future history of our denomination be regarded as epochal in the highest sense of that term. There was 
no reactionary element in this unique Synod. Not only could no action be regarded as revealing the 
slightest trace of the disposition to “mark time,” bu the Synod matched its magnificent faith and courage 
with its own good works in a unique demonstration of generosity for the cause of Missions. The two 
young women and three young men who recently offered themselves as missionaries to Japan and China 
were presented to the Synéd and so profoundly were the delegates and visitors affected by this inspiring 
exhibit of “the investment of life,” the offering upon the altar of the Gospel of such splendid youth, 
that when officers of the Foreign Board announced that these candidates could not be sent unless the 
Synod guaranteed their support, a veritable Pentecost of consecrated giving swept over the assembly with 
its holy fire, one after another pledged financial support, and soon it was announced amid the greatest 
enthusiasm that the gifts for Foreign Missions were $15,000 and for Home Missions $10,000. As President 
Miller sagely remarked, “After all, the cheapest thing we can give is our money.” 


Of course the main interest centered around the new duty of the new day. Would the Reformed 
Church gird her loins in this great hour and meet in any worthy way the unprecedented needs of these ~ 
extraordinary ‘times? If any man has been tempted to despair of the complacent spirit of our denomi- 
nation, he ought to have been at Altoona. We believe he would be thoroughly cured of his pessimism and 
his lingering doubts. The splendid showing made by our people in the War Emergency Campaign un- 
doubtedly helped to hearten our pastors and people, but the chastening of spirit of these years of difficulty 
and peril chiefly accounts for the sacrificial and heroic temper which glorified this Synod. The acceptance 
without one dissenting voice of a budget that calls for about $6,000,000 within the next five years, over 
and above the apportionment; the unanimous determination that this must be raised as a sacred obligation 
that dare not be shirked or evaded—this was a spiritual achievement that we believe was indeed well- 
pleasing unto God. But even more significant was the conviction that the fundamental campaign must 
be for a deepened spirituality in heart and home. Never was our denominational consciousness stronger 
with that worthy strength which consists of the resoluteness to make the most of ourselves and of our 
resources for God and humanity; and yet mingled with this was the most practical manifestation of 
fraternity ever given by an ecclesiastical judicatory. Not only by voting as one man for unified service 
with the Reformed Churches holding the Presbyterian system, but by its action with regard to the federated 
or organic union of all Evangelical Protestant Churches, the Synod again revealed that no denomination 
is willing to go farther or to show a more self-forgetful and brotherly spirit in the consummation of 
true Christian unity than the Reformed Church in the United States. There may be other communions 
who speak more about it, but not one is willing to do more than we. Is it too much to say that we are 
willing to lay our very life upon the altar whenever the time shall come that such an offering. will truly 
advance the Kingdom of God! Meanwhile’ we shall make the best contribution of which we are capable 

to the common task and help not only to spread the glad evangel of salvation, but to work with all God’s 
children to make this ‘a better world here and now.” We believe that every man and woman who loves 
the Reformed Church will be heartened by the news from Altoona and will join in saying: “Thank 
- God!” Our representatives have “launched out into the deep.” They have issued a challenge worthy 


$ ls of red-blooded men and women. They have proved valiant leaders of a united and loyal host—and we 
| are coming, three hundred and thirty thousand strong! God speed the Commission charged with such 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER | 


Marcu 13, 1919. 


responsibility for this new era movement! 
the Reformed Church which speaks success. 
are learning to march with God! 


They need have no fear of the outcome. 
Of course it is “Forward March!’—for as never before we | 
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EDITORIAL 


A SQUARE DEAL FOR RURAL BOYS AND GIRLS 


In a recent MESSENGER appeared a most wholesome and 
stimulating appeal by the wife of one of our country pas- 
iors, calling attention to some of the prevailing defects in 
the education of boys and girls in the rural districts. The 
current Outlook, commenting upon the fact that 60% of 
the children of the United States live, not in cities, but in 
rural communities, seconds the urgent demand of the re- 
cent National Conference on Rural Education and Country 
Life, at Daytona, Florida, for better-trained rural school 
teachers. It is only too true that many sections had to put 
up with poorly equipped instructors. The absence of a 
living wage is usually responsible for this situation. Four 
out of five teachers in a certain district recently spelled 
China “J-i-n-a,” and three did not appear to know whether 
Italy was in Europe or Asia. 

Additional normal schools and institutes may help much 
to solve the problem, but school boards must be made to see 
the travesty of such an incident as is reported, when a 
sovereign State, exercising its right to spend the public 
moneys, appropriated $75,000 for the correction of a minor 
disease affecting the legs of its cows, and in the same 
month gave for the training of teachers for its tural popu- 
lation exactly $6,000. 

Of course rural pastors can do much by inspiring in the 
hearts of the parents a desire that their children shall 
secure the best sort of an education, but at times it is dif- 
ficult, even precarious, for them to express themselves 
courageously about the inadequacy of local educational 
facilities and the incompetence of local teachers, some of 
whom may be identified with the congregation. But re- 
membering how large a perccntage of the future leaders of 
Church and State came out of these “backwoods districts” 
rather than from the congested centres of population, it 
seems a very immediate Christian duty as well as. sincere 
loyalty to America to stress the importance of building up 
the country school and equipping it to give the sort of train- 
ing which boys and girls in the open country most need. 
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THE EDITOR’S TRIP 


The Sunday School Commission to Bible Lands, sent by 
the American Committee for Relief in the Near East, of 
which the Editor of the MESSENGER is privileged to be a 
member, will not leave via an Italian ship on March 15, as 
was at first planned, but is scheduled to sail from New 

- York on the “Saxonia” on March 18 for Liverpool. The 
party will include the following: Mr. Samuel Bartlett, Dr. 
C. H. Boynton, Rev. P. E. B1 rroughs, Mr. William E. Car- 
penter, Mr. Edwin B. Chappell, Rev.. Abram Duryee, 
Bishop H. H. Fout, D. D., Rev. S. G. Helfenstein, Mr. R. 
M. Hopkins, Dr. George E. Huntley, Mr. H. C. Jaquith, 
Mr. William I. Lawrence, Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, Dr. Mil- 
ton Littlefield, Mr. R. E. Magill, Mr. J. E. Miller, Dr. W. 
Edw. Rafferty, Rev. George H. Trull, Dr. C. E. Wilbur 
and Dr. G. Bayard Young. 


It hasbeen no little task to prepare for so long a journey 
in so short atime. At present the Editor is “enjoying” the 
process of submitting to a variety of vaccinations and in- 
noculations, and hopes henceforth to be immune to almost 
everything but criticism. It is his plan to do at least some 
of the work on next week’s MESSENGER, but after that for 
a few months the editorials will be written by some of his 
friends who have vouchsafed their brotherly co-operation. | 
How empty life would be without such friends! 


‘various phases of “Spiritualism” 


_ cated, and those most actively interested in this propaganda i 


been alluded to in the MESSENGER, 
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SPIRIT COMMUNICATIONS 


In the metropolitan papers we have noticed a large ad- 
vertisement calling attention to about fifteen books on 
which have recently ap- 
peared and which emphasize the present vogue of what 
Sir Conan Doyle has called “gospels of a new dispensa- 
tion.” Some psychic observers contend that the war is 
responsible for the present widespread interest in Spiritual- _ 
ism, and if one is to judge by the number of such gather- 
ings announced weekly among the “religious notices” in _ 
the city papers, it is astounding how many- folks appear to 
be interested in this subject of possible communications — ws 
with the spirits or astral personalities of those who have os 
gone on before. It is yet to be demonstrated that anything ta) 
really helpful for “those who remain” has been communi-_ 


iS 


have not usually been known for extraordinary zeal in the 
upbuilding of Christ’s Kingdom. aly too often indeec 
they have become decidedly ‘queer.’ 


It is remarkable how little account has pean madee in th 
Holy Scriptures and in Christian history of the possibili 
or value of such spirit communications. It is proper, 
course, that Christians should have an open mind for truth 
and be ready to accept whatever authenticates itself, but me 
those who are about the Macter’s business are usually too 
busy to spend an undue amount of time in the search for ae 
such psychic guidance by the uncanny methods so gi 
ly employed. 
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CHRISTIAN TREATMENT OF THE NEGRO 


The magnificent service of the American colored m« 
the great war, and the consequent new demand for jus 
decent living conditions, and the full protection of 
rights of our colored brothers and sisters, have alre 


democracy to enjoy “their share of democracy in ‘th land 
they love as much as we. Progress has, however, been 
dismally slow, and such deep-lying racial prejudices : 
destroyed in a day. ‘Recently we read a copy of 
Colored Protector,” the organ of the Colored Pro 
Association. The platform of this organization de 
boldly: “The C. P. A. believes nobody can protect t. 
ored man if the colored man fails to protect himself.’ 
haps this is the counsel of bitter experience, but to 
seems like the counsel of despair. What an indictm 
true, of the white race, which is so greatly in the major 
and has so much more ‘wealth, power and prestige! 
tianity teaches that the strong should be willing to 
burdens of the weak. Must the men of other ra 
tinue to regard us as exploiters and oppressor. 
time coming when we shall make the Golden R 
ble even to the men and women with black ski 
If the colored race must fight for its rights 
opposition of a white majority which does not } 


of it but riot, bloodshed, and a reign of ter 
we feel that our colored friends woul 
by keeping on hoping and praying 

some day reveal the mind of Christ 
negroes, and endeavoring meai 
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only to misunderstanding and hostility and complicate our 
social difficulties without really helping the colored race. 
For example this: ‘The C. P. A. believes that a colored 
man should live-anywhere in this city he elects to live so 
long as he pays his way and lives decently.” And yet if you 
were a Jew or a Chinaman, perhaps you would say “Amen” 
to this declaration! 
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SELFISH CHRISTIANS 


“The Christianity of Philadelphia is a selfish Christian- 
ity,’ declared Dr. Carl E. Grammer, rector of St. Ste- 
phen’s, in his Noon-Day Lenten Talk the other day. “The 
wards in this city with the most Churches have the fewest 
voters. This condition is a reproach to the Christian 
Church. It also is a reproach that the police and firemen 
of the city must appeal to be released from political bond- 
age.” 

The time has passed by when we can take refuge behind 
the preaching and hearing of an innocuous Gospel that does 
not influence the daily conduct of men nor transform their 
characters. Selfishness is so utterly out of harmony with 
the Christian spirit that the very topic, “Selfish Chris- 
tians,” is a contradiction in terms. If our religion does not 
continue to make us more unselfish every day, it is not the 
religion of Jesus Christ. And yet there is scarcely any 
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COMMUNICATIONS 


obligation resting on the average Church member which 
he views as lightly as his civic duty. It is a burning shame 
that we have so many men in our Churches who do not 
love America sufficiently to exercise the right of franchise. 
Some of these men, perchance, would be willing to fight 
and spill their blood to secure the right of franchise if it 
were denied them, but now that it is a free gift for such 
as will use it, they are willing to let other people run the 
affairs of the Government and content themselves with 
grumbling and complaining because there is so much cor- 
ruption in politics. 

If such a condition of affairs exists as this fearless rec- 
tor intimates—and who that knows anything of the city 
concerning which he speaks can conscientiously refute the 
charge ?—is it not high time that those who name the Name 
of Christ be aroused from their sinful lethargy and crim- 
inal neutrality into an aggressive righteousness that will 
create and maintain a better city? 

If such an outstanding Christian principle as the ‘““League 
of Nations” should conceivably be defeated, the primary 
fault could undoubtedly be placed with propriety upon 
professing Christians who are too selfish to do their civic 
duty. The peace and happiness of mankind await the con- 
quering tread of a host of Christian citizens who have the 
faith to believe that the ideals of Jesus are practical as well 
as desirable, and the courage and unselfishness to vote and 
work for the enthronement of those ideals in human affairs. 


> 
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE GENERAL SYNOD AT ALTOONA 


BY THE REV. CHARLES E, SCHAEFFER, D. D. 


The meeting of the General Synod at Altoona last week 
was one of the greatest gatherings in the history of the 
Reformed Church. It undoubtedly marks the beginning 
of a new epoch in our history. Altoona is one of the 
highest points in the State of Pennsylvania. It was very 
significant that this special meeting of the Synod should 
have been held on this mountain-top, for we reached a high 
altitude in the life of the denomination. The spirit was 
simply wonderful. The attendance was large, and the men 
- came under the spell of a great inspiration. Everyone felt 
that something large and worth while should be done by 
the Reformed Church in taking her part in Protestantism 
in this country in this new era of the world’s history. But 
ia this unexpressed feeling had not become articulate. It 
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the United Campaign, of which Dr. Creitz was the Chair- 
‘man, brought in its final report. One loves to study the 
: psychology of a great body like the General Synod. Some- 
times it appeared as if it were going to fall’ down utterly 
roy on any proposition that was worth while. When the Com- 


_ go wrong, but when the matter was brought into form and 


aA. _ presented in its logical arrangement, it swept the Synod like 


. othing had been prepared in advance by a coterie of men. 
‘e could afford to feel our way, and even bungle for a 
ile, so that when the matter finally crystallized into a 
t forward movement for our Church, it came, as it 
“e, spontaneously from the Synod. They were moved 
‘the Spirit of God. The prayer and the praise that came 
sprung naturally out of the hearts of the men and the 
on the floor. The Church had caught the spirit of 
we 
; there was the determined resolution. The latter 
n re th 1an the former. The inte J in this case is 
xt ay: bball Sat abe 


ess) 
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P. only found its expression when the special Committee on » 


mittee brought in its tentative report everything seemed to » 


great wave of enthusiasm. Perhaps it was better that it. 
ould have been just that way. Nothing had been staged... 


era. There was more than the adoption of reso-— 


greater than the plural. The strong Commission on the 
Campaign named by the President could not well be sur- 
passed in our Church, and if these men cannot “put the 
Campaign across,” it cannot be done. The six million goal 
was not the thing of greatest importance. It does not mat- 
ter so much whether it will be five millions or six millions, 
but the spiritual goals of the Campaign will mean the most 
for our Church and for the world. If only this spirit could 
now be transferred to all of our pastors and people! Those 
who had come up to Altoona had a rare privilege. It was 
the experience of a lifetime. It may never come back in 
the history of our Church. 

The climax was reached on Thursday evening, when def- 
inite pledges were niade to send the five young people, 
whom the Board of Foreign Missions presented to the 
Synod, to the foreign field. It was a wonderful demon- 
stration on the part of the laymen of the Synod. In fact, 
it was a great laymen’s Synod. They were everywhere in 


_evidence and were the most hopeful and optimistic with 


reference to the new era movement. 

The formal addresses and those of a more informal char- 
acter from the floor of the Synod were strong and elo- 
quent. Everybody enjoyed Mr. Ralph E. Dieffendorfer’s 
stereopticon lecture on Wednesday night, as well as Dr. 
E. S. Bromer’s address in connection with the Commun- 


ion on Wednesday morning, and Dr. S. Earl Taylor’s ad- 


dres- on the Inter-Church World Movement. We were on 
the mountain-top. It was pleasant to be there, but now 
we must go down into the valley of our respective fields 
of service and work out the plans and purposes which 
crystallized on the heights. 


“Religion is, not by accident or chance, but by its own 
very nature, the happiest of all lives. Just so far as it 
ever grows sad and gloomy, it grows irreligious.” 
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A SYMPOSIUM ON CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


WHY? 
BY THE REV. GEO. M. SMITH 


One of the depressing phenomena of our Church life 
is the apparently great indifference to religion as it mani- 
fests itself in Church attendance. Perhaps there is nothing 
that disappointed religious leaders so much as the alacrity 
with which we forgot the lessons of the war, the sloth 
which hampered our appreciation of the great need of 
“carrying on” while the world lay in the throes of wrath- 
ful rulers and war-hounds, and the whole program of the 
Kingdom hung in the balance. 

It is depressing, to say the least, to note that the faith- 
ful are so few, and the world is so slow to realize that the 
great constructive program of “making the world safe for 
democracy, and democracy safe for the world,” lies in the 
hands of the Church. The great world movements have 
always been headed, not by sages, economists, philosophers 
and financiers, but by the prophets of God working in and 
through the Church, or, at any rate, through the community 
of believers. The Church has the same old task on hand 
that always characterized her work, viz., “to seek and 
save that which is lost.” If men have gotten new ideas 
of God, may it not be possible that they are the old ideas 
new to the men, because they may never have had any 
ideas of God before, but simply ‘impressions of religion 
and an opinion of the Church? 

God is the God of love, justice, mercy and truth. He 
has always been this, and whether men have learned it for 
the first time, the Church has always proclaimed this 
Gospel to the world. 

Now, in the rebuilding of the manhood of the world the 
Church of Jesus Christ has a great task upon her hands. 

Why should men go to Church? Because the Church has 
done more in the creation of a new type of manhood, in 
the rebuilding of the home and the reconstruction of the 
social order of the world, than any other institution. It 
has accomplished many great reforms, in spite of the half- 
hearted way in which men did things. 

If ever there was a time that people should go to Church, 
at is now. i 

Members of the Church need to go for their personal 
good—to deepen their spiritual lives. This must be one 
of the earmarks of the Church in the “new” age. 
find no place where the inspiration for a deeper devotion 
and love to God is to be more truly fostered than by 
Church attendance. “It is sitting together in the heavenlies 
with Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

We need to go as members to impress others. There is 
much to be gained by co-operative, one-minded service. 

We can learn much from our Roman Catholic friends. 
Where large congregations assemble there is great hilarity 
and joyfulness in service. We thus put “pep” into our 
Church services. If there is any preach in a preacher it 
will come out if he has a crowd; if any sing in a choir it 
will come out at the sight of a crowd; if any devotion in 
the worshiper it will flow out in the flowing together of 
kindred spirits. If the world is to regain her reverence for 

the Church and restore her to her rightful place in the 
world’s thought-life, we of the Church must leave that 
impression by a whole-hearted interest in and devotion 
to the Church. This can best be shown by regular attend- 
ance upon her services and ordinances. _ 

Why, then, thid lack of Church attendance? In the past 
few years the cry was, “the industrial stress keeps us 
away,” and men out of a sense of loyalty to the Govern- 
ment with an idea of winning the war worked overtime, 
and all the time. Now, in the readjustment of industrial 
conditions, it will require the most strenuous efforts to 


educate folks back to their former habit of Church attend- . 

- Pastors and consistories 

who are alive to the sit 
“ay ae i fim) 


ance. 


Instead of deepening the devotion to God’s Kingdom 


the people were weaned away from the Church, and, con- 


We can . 


sciences have been awakened by the cri 


sequently, there is an alarmingly increasing indifference 
manifest in the religious world. Then, too, in too many *) 
groups there are objects of charity—men and women who  * 
want the benign influence of the Church, who move into” 


the finest sections of the town, made so by the Christian» I 
Church, who want the wife and children to go to Church ke 
on Sunday, but fathers spend the Sundays in clubs feed- i 
ing on the Sunday newspaper, or whole families taken out th oe 

woe | 


to “enjoy nature” for a Sunday spin through the country. 

For all these given reasons the Church is neglected. What 

we need right now as much as anything that the writer a, 

knows is for everyone in the Church to gird for service pert 

and press forward, so that the kingdoms of the world may . 

be reconstructed into the “Kingdom of our Lord and His . 
rist.” 


_ Mahanoy City, Pa. 


THE GOSPEL AND CHURCH ATTENDANCE 
BY THE REV. L. NEVIN WILSON eae 
Have people lost their grip upon the Church? If they =e 


have, it is because the Church has lost her grip upon 
people. She probably is not supplying what people re 
quire. The lure of the city has depleted the membership 
of the country Church; and the glitter and glare of urban 
life has emptied the city Church. The masses have been 
repeating in their lives much of the parable of the Rich 
Fool who tore down his barn to build greater; they have — 
been seeking the highest good in self-gratification. 

It is undoubtedly true that the social side of man’ 
nature impels him to seek the city and places of enter- 
tainment and amusement. The Church has not been slow 
to note the fact. She has seen country families, that live a: 
five or six miles from the Church, regular in their at 
tendance upon the appointed services of the House ofa 
God.. .The Church has noted also that when such fam- 
ilies move into town and near to Church, their attendance 
in many instances becomes woefully irregular. Amon 
other things, the desire of fellowship has led coun 
members to drive many a weary mile to the place of 
public worship. When they take up their residence 
town, the town, and not the Church, satisfies their P 
requirements. a 

The Church in noting this situation, in substance sai 
If we can provide for our people entertainment, amus¢ 
ments, recreation; in short, the means of fellowship, 
we shall retain our grip upon them. In theory su 
proposition is entirely plausible; but by some strang 
consistency, it has failed in application. During the 
years in which the Church has done most to satisfy th 
social demands of her people, she has suffered most i 
attendance. Under such circumstances pastors lost heart. | 
It became largely a matter of holding the fort u 
Heaven intervened or until some unforeseen event shot 
usher in a better day. i 

Undoubtedly such an event “has come, and a ney 
in Church work is upon us. While people have been 
fully lax in the matter of Church attendance in rec 
years, we may be assured that we have come to a tt 
in the road. Of late, certain conditions have arisen y 


away lands. Men are asking, as they he 
lo! these many years: What of my li 
possessions, what of pleasure and pro 


Certainly the time for the C 
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world without is ministering abundantly to the social needs 
of men and women. Some institution must minister to 
men religiously ; and there is no institution better equipped 
to do that very thing than the Church of Jesus Christ. 
And, after all, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, proclaimed 
and lived, is the only thing that will truly grip men. 


ONE SNEER AND A THOUSAND PRAISES 
BY THE REV. J. HAMILTON SMITH 


The Church is sick. At least, so. the doctors have been 
telling us. But they differ concerning the malady. There 
are almost as many diagnoses as there are doctors. I 
have read many of them, from that of the university 
professor to that of the soap-box orator. I have read 
them wistfully, in the hope that I might understand the 
disease and discover the remedy. And I have almost in- 
variably turned away in disappointment or disgust. I 
have compared the disease described with my own min- 
istry, and have found that my ministry has not suffered 
from that form of malady. I feel that this is true of the 
majority of the ministers. of the Reformed Church. 

Cardinal Gibbons some time ago was asked concerning 
the problem of Church attendance in the Roman Catholic 
Church. He replied: “We have no such problem.” 1 
presume that this is true. I mentioned it to a little Roman 
Catholic friend. She said:: “We regard Church attend- 
ance as a duty; to neglect it is a sin. Whereas in the 
Protestant Churches you do fot think it matters much 
whether you attend or do not attend.” She laid her finger 
on the spot, and said, “Thou ailest here.” She was right. 

How much has the pulpit been responsible for this 
condition? The writer wishes to take his full share of 
blame. We have been so intensely interested in the crea- 
tion of a clean, righteous, self-devoted life that we have 
seemed to minimize the chief means through which this 
life is fed. The Church and the world have been apt 
pupils, and have, perhaps unconsciously, drawn the con- 
clusion that since the life is the one thing essential, there- 
fore preaching is. foolishness, public worship a bore and 
-_ ~ the sacraments but empty forms. 
~The nation has shown the fallacy of this whole posi- 
tion in language so clear that he who runs, though a fool, 
may read. The nation .realized that sel f- devotion and 
_ morale in the hearts of the people were as necessary to 
win the great war as were bullets in the rifles of the sol- 
_ diers. How did the nation create self-devotion in the 

hearts of the people? 
1. She called people together i in great public meetings. 
The Church has long believed that there is power in num- 
bers that can be gotten in no other way: that sympathetic 
feeling goes forth from the mass of men, communicates 
itself, and is reflected back from each individual in the 
crowd in exact proportion to their numbers. Therefore, 
in the beginning the apostle enjoined his converts to “for- 
sake not the assembling of themselves together.” 
_ 2,.. The nation realized the value of the spoken word 
and the power of the living voice and sent forth speakers 
vherever men were congregating together. The Church 
roughout her history has trusted to the power of preach- 
pe for the propagation of the Gospel. 
fei. ‘lhe nation organized | great “community sings.” 
_ There is value to patriotism in a thousand voices singing 
‘in concert | america: and the “Star-Spangled Banner.” 


Fk 


ong to express the emotions of the heart, and by the 
pression to intensify those very emotions. ~ 

The nation sanctioned the floating of the American 
from every point of vantage, and urged the hang- 


ce from which men had gone to enter the service. 
a not have been as patriotic and self-devoted 
Emphatically, NO. 
Ss are not simply so much silk and cotton; they 
s, the one of the aatan and the other of the 


the Service Flag in every home, Church, office | 


sg Shisieh ye . 


eye they affect the heart. The Founder of the Christian 
Faith recognized that we are not spirit only, but body 
as well, and that the body affects and ministers to the 
spirit, and, therefore, gave us the two great symbols, Bap- 
tism and the Holy Supper. 

If these methods are efficient to create devoted patriots, 
are they less efficient to create devoted Christians? 

Pass from the method to the substance. What is the 
ethical teaching of the Church? This, that goodness is 
better than evil, uprightness than crookedness, virtue than 
vice and love than selfishness—that there is battle between 
these two, and that we must choose goodness rather than 
evil. It matters not what the reward: if evil and selfish- 
ness lead to all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, 
and if goodness and virtue lead to a cross on Calvary, 
still it is true that goodness is better than evil. What 
was the message of the nation? This, that goodness is 
better than devilishness and devoted service than selfish- 
ness—even though the devilishness should lead to all of 
the ill-gotten spoils of the hateful Hun, and though de- 
voted service should lead to a grave in Flanders, still 
goodness is better than devilishness and service than sel- 
fishness. 

If this message is efficient for the making of self-de- 
voted patriots when delivered ‘from the platform, why 
should it not be efficient for the making of self-devoted 
Christians when delivered from the pulpit, particularly 
when the pulpit gives the added inspiration of a Great 
Companion Who both commands and woos us and Who 
shares with us the perils and pains of the struggle? 

Phillips Brooks says: “If a thousand men are echoing 
a man’s praises and one has sneered, he will forget the 
thousand praises and remember only the rankling sneer.” 
My plea is that as Church members we be not so en- 
grossed with the shortcomings of the Church that we at 
last feel that her thousand virtues are nothing worth. 


SOME REASONS WHY MEN STAY AWAY FROM 
CHURCH 


BY THE REV. ALFRED M. RAHN 


In my opinion, there are three great causes militating 
against regular and universal Church attendance in our 
day. They are a materialistic mind, a lack of a spirit of 
worship, and the growth and spread of socialism. 


I am thoroughly convinced that the spirit of the age 
is predominantly materialistic. Not that all people are 
materialists, but that the great mass of people find theit 
chief good in material things, and in the contribution 
which those material things render toward their personal 
happiness. ‘ 

The thing which has contributed toward making this 
supremely an age of materialism is our vast knowledge 
of the laws and forces of matter. We have delved into 
the regions of earth and sky and sea until they have given 
up their secrets, and mankind has harnessed these forces 
to do his pleasure. I do not say that this is not as it 
should be. I only state a fact. 

“Tt is not that the Church services,’ writes one, “are 
not attractive; but it is that the world is nearly entirely 
materialistic. We are entering an era of thought when 
faith will have no hold. The acer is that most men prefer 
te sit at home on Sunday and smoke a pipe and read 
the papers.” 

As long as this state of affairs lasts, and I am not 
prepared to say how long it will last, the Chur ch is bound 
to suffer in attendance. 

Another cause for a general falling off in attendance 
at our services is the fact that worship is out of date. 
The average man thinks of it as something obsolete, He 
may excuse it, or even permit it in its devotees. But, 
as for himself, he is a mere spectator. 

Civilization, too, is supposed to have carried us beyond 
the needs of rites and ceremonies, and+to have fused the 
demonstrative and emotional side of worship into daily 
work, play, and love. -Hear Emerson assert that “The 


at 


prayer of the farmer kneeling in his field to weed it, 
the prayer of the rower, kneeling with the stroke of his 
Oars, are true prayers, heard throughout nature, though 
for cheap ends.’ Thus Du Maurier tries to make us 
think that we are all more worshipful than we had sup- 
posed: “Trilby sang a song of Beranger’s and L’Endormi 
said ‘C’est egal, voyezvous.’ To sing like that is to pray 
and thinking is praying very often, and so is_ being 
ashamed when one has done a mean thing, and grateful 
when it is a fine day Prayers without words are 
the best.” 

Yes, one might say, and so-are poems without words, 
and music without notes, and life without consciousness. 
Doubtless the acts which Emerson and Du Maurier put 
forward as prayers are steps in the right direction. But 
we must do more than that, because our deeper selves 
demand more of us. The farmer may have been curing 
the weeds. This, however, is the stern fact confronting 
the Churches—that the spirit of worship is lacking. 
Matthew Arnold was right when he said that, “while 
man philosophizes best alone, he worships best in com- 
mon.” Our task is to make this fact real to the world. 

A third cause for non-Churchgoing is the influence 
which socialism exerts on the masses. I will not argue 
for or against socialism as an economic and political 
scheme. I want simply to assert that in my experience 
socialists make poor Churchmen. One reason for this 
is that they are taught to believe that the Church is the 
rich man’s Church; that it is hostile to the poor man’s 
lot, and therefore should be tabooed. If this indictment 
of the Church is correct, then the Church has mistaken 
its mission. I do not believe, however, that such is the 
case. There are millionaires’ Churches and poor men’s 
Churches! And what is more, the Church must not be- 
come a partisan institution. She should remain the rich 
man’s Church and the poor man’s Church; “for the Lord 
is the Maker of them all.” , 

Whatever our theories are concerning this matter, I 
have witnessed thousands of socialists pass my former 
Church without ever darkening her doors. 

The consuming desire for material possessions, the loss 
of a spirit of worship, and the growth and influence of 
socialism, contribute largely to the failure of the masses 
to attend our Churches. 


Souderton, Pa. 


HOW CAN WE PROMOTE A LARGER CHURCH 
ATTENDANCE? 


BY THE REY. W. D. MARBURGER, PH. D. 


Whether or not it is a sign of a religious decline, it is 
an alarming and perhaps most significant fact that many 
Churches are much too large for their worshippers. Many 
a pastor is continually harassed by that hideous “monster 
of so frightful mien”—empty pews. It might be very 
profitable to ask ourselves, why is the average Church 
attendance small compared with the audience in the same 
Church fifteen or twenty years ago? We can only speak 
of a generality in order to get at our remedy by stating 
that the average Church has lost her hold on the average 
citizen. There was a time when the Church was the 
social and moral as well as the religious center of a com- 
munity. Today it may be considered highly proper to 
go to Church, or at least hold a certificate of Church 
membership, but to say that it is considered a very es- 
sential and most vital activity by many so-called Chris- 
tians is an exaggeration. We go to Church in this cen- 
tury when nothing else obstructs our easy path. My 
methods may not be your methods for increasing the 
Church attendance, but the following have proved a 
working hypothesis and are given in the spirit of perfect 
candor as I see the situation largely from the viewpoint 
of a rural pastor: 


I. PreAcH THE Otp GosprEL; Let us not misunder- 


stand my conception of this all-important phase of our 
I most certainly stress any problem that affects 


question. 
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my people. Being abreast of the times does, however, 
not mean that we have to become sensational in the ac- 
cepted definition of this term. What the average country 
audience needs and wants is a stimulating, invigorating, 
inspiring message of unadulterated truth. They care little 
for discussions about theological controversies, higher 
criticism, Greek and Hebrew roots. Preach a message 
that grips. Don’t become afraid of the truth on any 
moral or social question so long as you have the Bible 
back of you for support. Preach about politics, war, | 
peace, etc., but let it be based upon the Word of God. ii 
Lead people close to their Bibles and they will come and : 
receive your message not once, but always. Come to your ‘ 

pulpit with the transmitting power! 

II. Form a Point or Contact. Let us learn our les- 
son from the commercial world. 'The salesman endeavors 
to create a desire on the part of the customer to purchase 
his goods. The minister is the salesman, the audience 
is the customer, the Gospel is the merchandise. Many a 
pastor has never learned the art of salesmanship, so ap- 


co-operation, a conviction that the minister is truly inter-_ 
ested in his parishioner, the average person will not fre- — 
quent the place of worship. What are some of these 
points of contact? They may be summed up partially 
as follows: Surveys, Community Services, Study of 
Farmers’ Institutes, Chautauquas, — 
Parent Teachers’ Meetings, Social Hygiene Movement, 
Child Welfare Institutes, Good Roads Associations, ete. 
Show a community that you are interested in their mate- — 
rial as well as spiritual progress. Do not, however, beat — 
the air—be a student of all such movements as affect th ta 
community life. h 
Then, of course, pastoral visitation, and the general 4 
duties devolving upon pastoral activity, will add to Church © 
attendance. But for any pastor to become a door 


position in the community. 

Parish papers and contributions to Church papers e 
magazines are certainly not to be undervalued. Many 
have tried stereopticon lectures, song slides and the en 
program of visual presentation of Biblical themes. The 
must not be despised and possibly will become a part of 
a Church program. I have succeeded in increasing my 
attendance greatly where this innovation was tried ot 3 : 
But unless skilfully handled there is grave danger abe 
Laymen’s services have proved very acceptable and a 
a permanent fixture in my Church schedule. a 

III. Cuurcu EguipMEenT. The country Church edi- 
fice must be the best that a community can afford. Plea: 
Church-yards, abundant shedding for teams and auto 
biles, modern Church architecture, a pedagogical basis 
Sunday School sessions, the beautifying of cemet 
comfortable pews, modern’ heating and lighting sys 
suitable musical productions, proper decorations 
leave their good impressions on the worshipper. _ 

IV. Tue Cuyurcu a Soctat CENTER. Space forb 
any discussion of this very essential principle. Vari 
institutions are struggling to win in this activity. Lod, 
public schools, clubs, Jeagues, are all fighting for s 
acy. Shall the Church lose out? Not in my parish, 
Church is the logical social center for any comm ie 
The above phases of my ministry have been very help 
in producing a “well-filled house,” without whi 
ek pastor could not long be at ease. 
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How often do God’s replies thus come 
guise so that we, lacking Paul’s insight, do 
them! Henry Ward Beecher stated with 
humor what is often a very serious truth i 
of prayer. “A woman,” he said, “pray 
and God sends her a green cook.” 7 
a thing, and God gives u 
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DRAWING MEN BY DEEPENING THE SPIRIT OF WORSHIP 


BY THE REV. JOHN P. DIEFFENDERFER 


“And the multitude came together greatly 
wondering.” Do men today regard Worship as a vital 

- part of their. religion and does worship have any power 
in drawing the multitudes? Do not many go to Church 
only for what they can get? 

Many hold their membership where it costs the least, 
with no thought of having a place to worship regularly, 
to grow spiritually, and to help build the Kingdom of 
God on earth. It is largely a matter of having their names 
on a Church roll, expecting some sort of “Absent Treat- 
ment” while they live, and a respectable burial when they 
die. What a mockery of what God intended Church mem- 
bership to mean. 

How superficial is much of the religion of our day! 
Many attend public worship if the day is pleasant and 
nothing better offers. They have a weak desire to wor- 
ship God and to serve men, providing it does not require 
too much self-sacrifice. But they know nothing, alas, of 
the power of real worship and service. 


Men ask why the modern Church is not a center of 
interest and wonder, and how shall we explain? We 
need only to look at our manner_of worship. Do we 
regard it as an essential part of our Christianity; and 
when we do thus assemble, do we look like men and 
women who are moving into the presence of God? Alas, 
what lack of reverence and holy awe! How seldom we 
silently wait to hear the voice of the Eternal. If we did, 
would we watch the clock. and be vexed because of the 

lateness of our Sunday dinner? 


And how is it when we leave the Church and mingle - 


with those who come from the theatre or the moving 
pictures? Could the world single us out as having come 
, from the House of God? Is there anything about us 
that would suggest that we had been in the presence of 
God? Would our conversation suggest it? How seldom 
the world hears our modern congregation “speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” A 
little advertising of this kind would soon bring the multi- 
‘tudes together. Let the world today hear His followers 


speak of “the wonderful works of God” and the crowds 
will again assemble, greatly wondering. By their fruits 
the world still knows them and faith without works today 
as ever is dead. 

What is needéd is a right conception of the Church 
and, such a deepening of the spirit of worship as to make 
it vital in the life of the Christian—a fervency of wor- 
ship that will bring men into the very presence of God 
and so fill them with His Spirit that they will again speak 
as the Spirit gives them utterance. 

If members of the Church were again to “practice the 
presence of God” and to stand before Him in holy awe, 
saying, “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
lifted up, and His train filled the temple. Holy, holy, holy, 
is the Lord of hosts’; and again lift their souls to those 
eternal heights, strange things would happen to the Church 
and to the world. It would become a drawing power in 
bringing men into a closer walk with God and into a 
closer walk with one another. 

The impelling power for Church attendance must ever 
be worship and service. What we need is to first get 
nearer God and then nearer.men. When people do not 
worship aright, they do not serve aright. Our worshipping 
members are our working members, as we all well know. 

There will be no trouble about the wooing power of 
the Church when her members get into vital fellowship 
with God, and, like our Lord, are moved with compas- 
sion toward the multitude. 

When once again the Church moves into the presence 
of God, has her Lord’s name on her forehead, in her 
body the marks of service and sacrifice, and her face 
aglow with the glory of the Lord, the multitudes will 
again come together, greatly wondering. When we pre- 
sent to the world a Church “alive unto God,’ men will 
again come to her “as an hiding place from the wind, a 
covert from the tempest, and the shadow of a great rock 
in a weary land.” Yea, as a place where above all else 
they can best know God and serve man. 


Easton, Pa. 


a | SIN, PENITENCE AND ASPIRATION 


The fifty-first Psalm was written after David had 
committed and confessed. that terrible crime against 
Uriah and Bathsheba. That one sin stands out vividly 


life. It was an experience in which the angels of light 
stooped down from their lofty abode and deliberately joined 
hands with the angels of darkness in the work of soul- 
destruction. The man after God’s own heart had allowed 
selfishness to dethrone love, and became an obedient slave 
to the evil powers that work havoc with the sweetest 
traits of character and the most sacred relationships of 
human life. 

ze: A man in the fascinating clutch of some darling sin 
may shut out from his soul the gleam of nobility and, in 
- the dark, consent to some evil deed, and then excuse 
himself by saying, “It is my sin—mine alone! I am 
responsible for my own actions.” But sin is social in its 
nature and influence. You cannot shut up its damning 
consequences to a single life. It always affects some part 


of the universal life of humanity. The consequences of 
this man’s sin reached out beyond the borders of his own 
jnto the lives of others. As a result of this selfish 
ice a noble-hearted man and faithful servant was 
-to death, the virtue of a devoted woman sacrificed, 
happy home destroyed and his own life everlastingly 
a ined He did not fully realize the far-reaching cruelty 


in his character and casts a black shadow over his entire © 


! 

-¥ 
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‘ : A LentEN MEDITATION 
; BY EDWARD A, G. HERMANN 


of his crime until he stood in the presence of a true 
man of God who awakened in him the consciousness of 
his guilt by holding before him in the form of a parable 
a mirror in which he saw a reflection of the man he actu- 
ally was. In the light of the ideals of purity and right- 
eousness which the prophet Nathan set so vividly before 
him he was compelled to judge his own acts. From the 
depths of a broken spirit and a contrite heart he could 
not do otherwise than cry out, “I have sinned against 
the Lord,” for every act that affects a single human life 
affects also the life of God. It was the desire to recover 
at least some of the broken fragments of purity and 
righteousness that he had lost and the purpose to live a 
nobler life that prompted David to offer this prayer, 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me.” 

The prayer has become a classic in the devotional litera- 
ture of the world. It is a song that sprang out of the 
dark depths of a sinful soul, was borne up to God upon 
the wings of hope and sent back from God with the gift 
of peace and pardon for the man who made it. Thus 
it has come down through the ages and become a part 
of the sweet, sad minor music of the world’s redemption. 
This aspiration of the human soul for cleansing and re- 
newal lies back of the spiritual purpose of Lent. 

Scranton, Pa. 
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A STUDY IN THE RELIGION OF COLORS 


BY DR. S. B. DUNN 


It! 


Notwithstanding the fact that the first man, father 
Adam, was given a name signifying red earth, the sym- 
bolic color of Man is Yellow. ‘ 

1. ‘his is true of Sinful man. According to Leviti- 
cus, 13: 30, “a yellow thin hair” “in sight deeper than 
the skin,’ was a sure sign or symptom of leprosy, which 
under the Levitical law was a type of sin. It is curious, 
too, to note that in ancient art Judas, the arch-sinner, 
was represented clothed in yellow. And in France, in 
olden times, the doors of traitors were daubed with yel- 
low. As a matter of fact the yellow streak now is not 
a rare mark of human nature. And the real “yellow 
peril” is not “the heathen Chinese,” but the man “with- 
out God and without hope in the world.” 

2. But, what is a happier symbolism, the yellow of 
gold is a Bible type of the renewed man. The Latin for 
yellow, helvus, is from the same root as gold. In blazonry 
gold is the symbol for love, constancy and wisdom—all 
marks of the renewed soul. In Scripture the association 
of the yellow metal with man is frequent, various and 
significant. One of the earliest objects that met the eye 
of original man was “the gold of the land of Havilah” 
(Gen. 2: 11); and one of the last that ultimate man will 
see will be the City of Gold. The finishing touch in 
Aaron’s official attire was the plate of gold adorning his 
mitre and bearing the legend, “Holiness to the Lord.” 
The process and stages of man’s moral renovation and 
evolution are given in Isaiah 60: 17, “For brass I will 
bring gold, and for iron I will bring silver, and for wood 
brass, and for stones iron’—stones and iron whitening 
into silver, and wood and brass yellowing into gold. In 
Isaiah 13: 12, the promise is, “I will make a man more 
precious than gold, even a man than the golden wedge 
of Ophir.” And to cite one text more, Psalm 63: 13 
contains the assurance, “Though ye have lien among pots, 
yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, 
and her feathers with yellow gold.” 


In German East Africa was discovered some years ago 
a gem called heliodore, a word meaning the gift of the 


Part THREE: WorRK 


The Consistory should not only be the policy forming 
body with a definite purpose always before it, it should 
be also a working or functioning body. Before the war 
the Churches did not demand much of the Consistory. 
When men were chosen for an office, they were told 
that they were simply wanted because their characters 
were fit and for their advice in directing the affairs of 
the Church. Both of these qualities are desirable in Church 
officers. But the after-war Consistory must have men 
who will work in the organized Church. 


It is very well for directors of a business corporation | 


to meet, determine policies and set up objectives, and 
then tell the manager to hire the force that will perform 
the tasks. The corporation can afford to do business this 
way, but the Church cannot. 
to hire its Church workers, nor would it be a wise policy 
to do so if it had the money. Personal service in co- 
operative enterprises in the Church is the experience that 
Church officers need in order to acquire the qualifica- 
tions that make for efficient leadership. Church-member- 
ship, which is put on record in Church statistics and given 


certain ceremonial rights and corporate prerogatives, — 


does not realize a full grown Christian stature. This 
comes only as one relates himself to the household of 


THE AFTER-WAR CONSISTORY 


BY THE REV. W. STUART CRAMER 


to support the Church is not enough. This may 


It neither has the money 


Raney A cons crate th 


sun. Its chief characteristic is, that only in daylight is 
this gem golden yellow; at other times its color is green. 
So, it is only while man walks in the light, as St. Paul 
enjoins, and keeps himself in the love of God, as St. 
John exhorts—in the red rays of God, that he can emit 
the yellow glow of the gold. 

Let the glow-worm teach us to glow. Most of nature’s 
light is thermic—it is due to heat. But in the living 
glow-worm, in its light the laws of thermic radiation are — 
not obeyed—the energy curve of the spectrum is not 
followed. The whole of the energy given out is visible, 
rendering invisible the infra-red and the ultraviolet rays 
of the solar spectrum, and developing a luminous effi- — | 
ciency of exactly 100 per cent. So its light is not thermic, 
but chemical. Would that our Yellow man—our Golden 
Saint would uniformly develop a 100 per cent. luminous 
efficiency. Only so can we let our light shine that men 
ene see our good works and glorify “the Father of "ih vy 
ights.” Be hs 
This practical point suggests the relation between color 
and odor in plants. We are told by scientists that white 
flowers are the most numerous and most odorous, and th 
their odor is the most generally agreeable. Of 100 wh 
flowers, 15 have an agreeable perfume, and only 1 an un- 
pleasant odor ; while of 100 flowers of varied color the ratio x 
of agreeable to disagreeable odors is only 5 to 1. What 


an argument for “the white flower of a blameless eh: | 


Frances E. Willard, of sainted memory—pure gold, use 
to plead for “A White Life for Two.” I plead for 
white life for all. White robes for Gold Streets are 
good for earth as for Heaven. Yellow souls inside whit 
lives will bring the Golden Age. 


“The fire af our graces shall refine, 
Till molded from above; | , 
We bear the character divine, ene 
The stamp of perfect love.” zn 


(To be Continued Next Week.) 


faith in service and helpfulness. Even generous givi 
in a club, but not in the Church. The Church 
be a bee-hive of busy interested sons of God, lovi 
another and co-operating in common tasks. The r 
tion of this kind of a Church depends upon the 
leadership of the officers. The pastor may wor 
fret, exhausting his last ounce of energy, and get ni 

unless his officers work with him. The after-wat 
will demand such a Consistory. 


In this after-war period, when we all feel like 
our life over, it would be a great and worth-y 
if every Consistory would make a careful sur 
Church. It should start with itself, too, beca’ 
the secret of the success of all other surveys. | 
ining itself, the Consistory should first of all 
whether it ‘really understands its tasks. The 
for these times should get down on its knees 
and decide that the only thing worth vy 
the peau of Se which is abe rul 24 


that this: is the “maj 


fn gat L, wie eh: 
A Peas \ 
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be prepared to survey their pastor, their choir, their 
Sunday School, their young people’s organizations, their 
missionary society, their Church service, etc. Looking 
upon all forms of organized effort in the Church to learn 
whether they are effective in nurturing the spirit of Christ 
in the life of the people will soon lead to wise conclusions 
in behalf of the needed modifications. In thinking, how- 
ever, of the spirit of Christ, don’t think of that soft senti- 
mental individualistic thing that has so often been mis- 
taken for His spirit. Think of the magnanimous, un- 
selfish, social, courageous, just, reverential, self-sacrific- 
ing, red-blooded spirit that we have come to learn is 
characteristic of Him, Himself, and must characterize His 
Church in greater measure today. The merciful, loving, 
helping Christ Whom we have long adored and followed 
is only so, because He is the great soul that He is. The 
Church shall only be a worthy dispenser of His mercy 


and love and of helpfulness in His name as her members 
Become great strong souls after His likeness. We have 
too long selfishly sought the merciful benefits of the strong 
Christ, without aiming to acquire the greatness of His 
spirit. This is why the Church has lost her power. She. 
has lost her sacramental and ceremonial authority upon 
which she. depended for power in past ages. But she 
has failed to substitute the only power that this age re- 
spects,—it is the authority and power of Christian char- 
acter in which are those unequaled and magnificent manly 
qualities of Jesus. When the Consistory intelligently aims 
to establish the rule of His life in the life of the members 
and of the community, it will discover that many changes 
are necessary all around, together with much praying and 
working. 


(To Be Continued Next Week.) 
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COMPENSATION 
By Margaret Roush 


This world is too hard, unjust and sad; 
Where shall we find mitigation? - 

Nothing but weariness, turmoil and toil— 
Where, tell me, is Compensation? 


Only a sunset at close of day, 
Portraying the Master’s creation; ~ 
But the seal of the Great Painter’s pres- 
ence. 
That is, indeed, Compensation! 


Only a vast moonlit ocean shore, 

And the breakers’ reverberation; 
aps But the Great Unseen Power challenging 
aoe ' there, 

: Ah! that is true Compensation! 


Only a saunter in Autumn’s woods, 
Its hues aflame with revelation, 
And the calm, mystic peace that’s brood- 
~~ i ' ing there, 
Yes, that is real Compensation! 


Only the snowflakes’ silent fall, 
Hiding the city’s degradation; 

But this symbol of purity, mute appeal, 

In that lies our Compensation! 


Only sweet music in skillful hands 
--‘That bids us forget tribulation; 

_ It brings echoes of Heaven’s grand sym- 
phony; 

Oh, what a rich Compensation! 


Only a child to hold to your heart, 

- Mother love beyond all calculation, 

Love, divine love, the true essence of God, 
"Tis Heaven’s own Compensation! 


Only a day of wearisome toil, 
Of labor without cessation; 
But the silent whisper that comes: ‘‘ Well 
d done! ’’ 
Who knows greater ‘Compensation? 


Only long days full of ministries, 
a service for this great nation; 
_ But brotherly love, shed forth on men, 
Brings life’s richest Compensation! 


ly a life lost on Flander’s Fields, 
victim of war’s deep damnation— 
saving the world for democracy; 


a universe laid at your feet, 
all nature pouring libation! 
still, be glad, thank God for all _ 
This reat, grand Compensation! _ 
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you ask, ‘‘Is there Compensation?’ 


A LABOR OF LOVE 
By W. J. Wiest 


PART VIII—TOM ALLEN, GOOD SCOUT 


Fortunate indeed is that Church or Sun- 
day School whose young men have learned 
to make ‘‘Service’’ the motto of their lives. 
'Tom Allen was a young man of this 
kind,—loyal and true, a ‘‘good scout’’ in 
every respect. 

Tom literally loved the Thursday night 
basketball game, but he would not think 
of ‘‘cutting’’ the weekly meeting of the 
Class in Teacher Training even for his 
favorite sport. He had the good sense to 
put ‘‘first things first,’? and this applied 
as well when the life of the nation was at 
stake. When Tom offered himself for the 
service of his country he passed a 100% 
physical examination, notwithstanding the 
dinge in his brow acquired in a spirited 
game of basketball on the eve of his de- 
parture for camp. 

As an insight into Tom’s splendid char- 
acter it is sufficient to say that when a 
young soldier boy among the distracting 
influences of army life is mindful to send 
his home friends tokens of Palm Sunday 
it is good evidence that he has not violated 
the teachings of mother, home, Church and 
Sunday School; and the mother of that 
boy need have no undue anxiety concern- 
ing her son. 


The only failing or weakness about Tom 
was a peculiar affliction which might have 
been diagnosed as ‘‘a-l-f-s-t-e,’’ pronounc- 
ed incurable, if indeed there was any pro- 
nunciation to it, for it means ‘‘always 
looking for something to eat.’’ 

‘When Tom enlisted in the army he be- 
came a splendid unit in the service. His 


enlistment meant at the same time a va- 


cancy in the Fair Hill Sunday School that 
was hard to fill. 


Referring to his earlier activities in the 
work of the Church, Tom once said: 


““They had the audacity to ask me to 
sing a solo in connection with the Christ- 
mas cantata. Now I had never before 
sung a solo in public, still I showed them 
that my stock of nerve was equal to theirs. 


“Tt was my duty to sing and simul- 
taneously pat a little girl on the head. I 
was glad that there was somebody to pat, 
for it helped to steady me. It was literally 
a touching act, with the lights out to aid 
the representation of a night street scene, 
and it grew still more touching when I 
‘forgot my lines. I called out in a stage 


whisper, ‘Hand me the book,’ when big 
Rube, Weller, mistaking the signal, turned 
on all the lights in the Church, full blast, 
revealing my trembling hand outstretched 
in vain for the much needed manuscript, 
and in my bewilderment I eried out, ‘Who. 
did that?’ ’’ 

The audience was convulsed with laugh- 
ter, but it was a good lesson for Tom and 
strengthened his spirit of courage and 
self-reliance. 

Tom also possessed ingenuity, of which 
the following incident is proof, showing 
that he understood the principles of camou- 
flage perhaps long before he knew the 
meaning of the term. 

Having been accepted for service in the 
army, Tom and his companion, ‘‘Red’’ 
Henry, were anxiously awaiting their noti- 
fication to leave for camp, when at last 
came the welcome word that they should 
set out for Fort Slocum. Arriving there 
they found the camp so crowded that it 
was necessary to find quarters among the 
good people of the cammunity. 

In the general mixup Tom and ‘‘Red’? 
fell in with a party of Philadelphians and 
with them were admitted into the cozy 
home of a kind, loyal American woman. 

Our heroes rejoiced at their good for- 
tune, but deemed it wise to pose as Phila- 
delphians, fearing that if they should reg- 
ister as from Fair Hill they might not be 
permitted to stay with the party. And 
so they revelled in the enjoyment of their 
pleasant surroundings, while the good lady 
became more interested in them than in 
the ‘‘other’’ Philadelphians. 

In the course of a few weeks Tom and 
‘Red’? received orders to transfer to a 
camp in Florida. Upon bidding them fare- 
well their kind ‘‘foster-mother’’ said to 
them, ‘‘I expect to get to Philadelphia be- 
fore long and I should be glad to earry a 
message to your friends at home.’’ 

With a blush that he could scarcely con- 
eeal, Tom answered: ‘‘Thank you, madam, 
but that would be taking you out of your 
way, for we live in the outskirts.’’ 

The joke of it was that Fair Hill is lo- 
cated nearly 150 miles from Philadelphia. 


PART IX—THE SUPREME TEST 


A man’s environment offers a powerful 
test of his ability to carry his religion 
into the week-day affairs of life. To state 
the same proposition concretely, a man’s 
religious fervor receives the stamp of gen- 
uineness if he can approach with a smile 
the arduous duty of turning the family 
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washer on a Monday morning. 

Measured by this rigid standard, even 
preachers, it has been found, are but hu- 
man. Mrs. Splicer released this secret of 
the craft at a meeting of the Ladies’ Cir- 
ele; and when a thing is whispered in the 
Circle it soon gets around. It was her 
remark that she always admired Mr. 
Splicer when he stood in the pulpit; but 
that his adorable appearance of the day 
before was always supplanted by a terrible 
countenance Monday mornings when tha 
old washing machine enlisted his energy. 

But then it is just possible that Rev. 
Mr. Splicer preferred to devote his efforts 
exclusively to making offers of spiritual 
cleansing, and for that reason frown- 
ed upon the drudgery of mechanical 
ontrivances. However that may be, the 
unguarded words of Mrs. Splicer revealed 
the fact that her good husband simply fell 
as the victim of environment; and thus 
being made to share in the punishment, he 
was numbered, as it were, ‘‘among the 
transgressors,’’ in the long and increasing 
list of innocent and just men who must 
assist each week in getting the wash well 
under way before they are permitted to 
enter upon their legitimate toil. 

And it has often been wondered whether 
it would have a salutary effect upon the 


victim, or whether it would only serve to ° 


aggravate the punishment, if a quartet 
from the Church choir could be engaged to 
sing the while: 


‘*Toiling on, toiling on, ‘ 
Toiling on, toiling on; 
Let us tug and pull, 
Let us pull and tug, 
And labor till the washing’s done.’’ 


At any rate, when with every reluctant 
revolution he recalled the closing words 
of his Sunday evening prayer, ‘‘God, go 
with us during the coming week, and give 
us grace and strength that we may face its 
round of duties with gladness and joy,’’ 
there must have come to Pastor Splicer the 
stern indictment that he was not alto- 
gether practicing what he had taught and 
*‘praught.’’ However, that is neither here 
nor there so long as he fulfilled his con- 
‘science-driven task. 

And now, as to Parson Splicer’s good 
wife, it is only fair to state that in a con- 
fidential chat with his Sunday School su- 
perintendent one day Rev. Mr. Splicer re- 
marked, ‘‘You know, Brother Reese, I’ve 
got a good wife. Mary is a fine woman. 
If it were not for the inspiration she gives 
me I should have given up my job long 
ago. When the people won’t come to the 
prayer meetings because they (the people, 
of course!) are not prayerful; when they 
won’t attend the morning services because 
of their unhallowed indifference to the wor- 
ship of Almighty God, and when so many 
of them make no effort to pay their pledges 
to the support of the Church and her 
benevolences, it makes thé sky grow dull 
and leaden before me and it gives me a 
genuine case of ‘azuritis.? It is in the 
face of these depressing conditions that 
my wife speaks cheer and encouragement 
to my drooping spirit and heartens me to 
continue on in my labor of love. I must 
say, therefore, happy is the man who has 
found a good wife, and especially if that 
man is a minister of the Gospel.’’ 

Thus we close our recital of incidents 
in the ministry of Rev. Mr. Splicer at Fair 
Hill with his own tribute to his faithful 
helpmeet, who shared with him alike the 
joys and trials in a labor of love in which 


both measured up to the supreme test of. 


service. —<— 


"Shamokin, Pa. 
(The End) 
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MUCH BUZZ; LITTLE HONEY 


‘<Many a man dat’s as busy as a bee,’’ 
said Unele Eben, 
buzzin’ an’ don’t make no honey.’’ 


‘fuses up all his time 
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IN MEMORY OF COLONEL THEODORE 
ROOSEVELT - 


By John Franklin Bair 


too, O precious friend, from earth 
hast fled, 
With sorrowing hearts we lay thee in 
the tomb; 
Our heads bowed low, while tears are freely 
shed, 
And fair Columbia’s land is filled with 
gloom. 


Thou, 


Like fruit, 
torn 
From spreading branches, and falleth to 
the ground, 
So thou, who for us such great trusts hast 
borne, 
Wast early taken to thy rest profound! 


full-ripened, by the wind is 


We mourn thee, brother; bosoms swell with 
grief; 
Too soon, we feel, thy spirit from us fled; 


But ’mid our sorrow comes forth sweet 
relief, 

And we rejoice because thou As not 
dead. 


Death cannot touch, nor can it bear away 
‘A brave and noble spirit such as thine, 
It can but steal thy precious mortal clay, 
And thy sweet presence foree us to 

resign. 


Yet, fain would loving hearts Need hept 
thee here; 
But, no, the loving Lord of Paradise, 
Who from our eyes shall wipe each bitter’ 
tear 
On joyful wings commanded thee to rise. 


Now, with thy precious son in battle slain, 


O, joy unspeakable, thou safe dost dwell; 
And with united hearts forever reign — 
With Jesus, Lord and King, Emmanuel. 


Under the stately fir, upon the mound 
Beneath which lies thy sacred mortal 


clay, 
Kind friends, in after years, will gather 
round 
To strew fresh flowers, and high tributes 
pay- 


And say, ‘‘Let us a monument here rear” 
For him whose power all the world has 
felt 
And on it only let one word appear, 
That name the world adores, 
ROOSEVELT.’’ 


Ohio, March 4, 1919. 
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THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS 
Edward A. G. Hermann 


When you recite that venerable creed of 
‘Christendom you say, ‘‘I believe in the 
communion of saints.’’ Do you know what 
you really mean when you say those words? 
Perhaps, like the worshiper in Richard 
Watson Gilder’s poem, ‘‘Credo,’’ you have 
often chanted ‘‘I believe,’’ and “*T be- 
lieve,’’? and ‘‘I believe,’’ 


‘‘Watching meantime the white, slow sun- 
beam move 

Across the aisle, or listening to the bird 

Whose free, wild song aetads through. the 
open door.’’ 


Perhaps you have thought of the sainted 
dead whose smiling angel-faces, like a 
great cloud of witnesses, look’ down upon 
us from the unseen world, calling to us 


to ‘‘lay aside every, weight”? that we may 


‘¢run the race that is set before us.’’ That 


thought may be implied. — ‘But there is also 


a communion of the living saints of Christ, 
—the brotherhood of Christian helpers, and 
the condition of membership in this great 


brotherhood is simply the willingness to 


share in the ministry of kindness. wor vies 
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‘“‘GOD IS MY PORTION’’ 
Ps, 73: 26 
By the Rev. Henry Gekeler, D. D. 


Righteous Father, rich in mercy, 
Look on me, Thine erring child; 
Far from Thee I’m far from plenty, 
Far from Thee I’m sin-defiled; 
Joyful—weary of mv straying— F . 
I am coming home; 
There Thou art forgiving, 
There is fullest living; 
Now to Thee I come, oe 
God, Who art my home! > 


Jesus, heaven’s fadeless glory “a » 
Shineth meekly in Thy face; ' 
Thou art manhood’s fairest flower, 
Brother, full of truth and Brace; 
Light of earth and heaven’s brights 
Comest Thou to me 
Highest of the holy, 
Friend of all the lowly, 
Lord, I welcome Thee 
Who wilt sup with me! 


Holv Ghost, mv sin reproving, 
Purge me in Thy flame divine; 
Show to me the things of Jesus, 
‘Make the things of God be mine; 
“Lift for me strong intercession 
That I learn to pray; 
Crown each common duty 
With compelling beauty 
Till I glad obey,— 4 
Hear, O God, I pray! 
Akron, O. : 


CHIPS OR APPLES 


Peter Clark Macfarlane, the brill 
writer, in the ‘‘Lookout,’’ makes a pl 
_for discrimination in the selection of 
tion: ; 
‘«When I hear people arguing that t t 
read merely for entertainment, and - 
since their fiction supplies that need, 
quality and character matters little, i 
reminded of an anecdote read years 
In it a father was reasoning with his 
for wasting his time in reading trashy 
ies of the dime-novel order. 

“s ‘They keep you from putting anyt 
better in your mind,’’ argued the fathe 

“¢ «But they don’t take up any roo 
my mind,’ answered the boy. é ; 

aie ‘Son, ’ proposed the father, ‘go bs vi 
to the cellar and bring me up a baske t 
apples.’ 

‘“*The boy, happy enough to be ae eve 
of a doubtful argument, went cheerily, I 
was soon back with his basket heaped 
‘with rosy fruit. 
“«¢Hmpty the apples here ja the 
was the next command, | ‘and ¢ 
fill the basket half full of chips.?_ 

‘‘The boy went, wondering. “when 
eame back, his father said: Sc 

<¢ ‘Now ‘put the apples back in the bas- 
ket.’ Ay 

eats protested the lad, ‘open 
eyes widely, ‘they won’t go in \ 
basket is half full of chips.? — 

‘e«That’s the point, my ‘son. a 
the father, quickly; ‘and neither ¢ 
get your mind full of the things 
going to need to equip you for li 
you ones have ate half-full of tras! 


“a 


QUICK PROFIT TAKING 
And men relate that Mrs, 


ing ‘marketing. And she 
that the grocer should not ta 
of her youth and inexperien 

-**These eggs are ye 
criticized. | 


the kind the "8 
just fresh fr 
A “Yes, ” 
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FATHER PRAYER 


Lord God, Who let Your baby Son 

Pass earthward where the joys were few 
‘To a hard death when all was done, 

And very far away from You; 


~ My little lad must go to-day 
Paths where I cannot guide his feet, 
Through dangers that I cannot stay 
To strife 1 cannot help him meet; 


He has heard voices calling him 
Though youth is gay and life is warm, 
j And right seems far away’and dim, 
To weary ways and battle-storm: 


Lord God, Whose Son went steadily 
f Down the hard road He had to tread, 
Guard my son too, that he may be 
Strong in his hours of doubt and dread! 


The Old Road to Paradise, 
Poems by Margaret Widdemer 


WHAT OF THE NIGHT! 
By the Rev. David H. Fouse 


History is a tonic. When evil spreads 
itself like a green bay tree, or strides 
about in disdainful haughtiness, one needs 
only to run through the pages of history 
to be assured that the ‘‘spread’’ and 
““strut’’ are forerunners of ignominious 
and complete ruin. Always, on any page 
that records the doings of tyranny in any 
Be age, is the story of the utter defeat of 
: that same tyranny. Pharaoh, Nebuchad- 

nezzar, Nero, every oppressor, without ex- 

ception, has been broken in pieces. Czars 
and kaisers of our day have suffered a like 
_. fate. Divine justice is sure. It has never 
ev failed in past ages; it cannot fail today 
nor in coming years. The European con- 

_ flict had an inevitable end. God was in 

the Great War as certainly as he was 
. in leading the children of Israel from 

Egypt. Social ructions, in ten thousand 

places in every civilized country, tell of 

some mighty force that is striving for ex- 
- pression. Wise men seek to know this 
a irresistible Spirit and to become its mes- 
ee sengers and instruments. It is quite as 
ae _ foolish to be impatient with restless men 
; today as it was for the Egyptian to scourge 
the complaining brickmakers millenniums 
ago. Since men are agents of the Power 
that makes history, it is of first impor- 
tance that men understand each other. We 
shall make the birth pangs of the new day 
terrible if we fall to biting and tearing 
one another. We dare not allow old preju- 
_ dices nor personal interests to govern us 
-- n these critical days. To do so is to in- 
he Vite disaster. 


“a MR. VANDERLIP’S ANECDOTE 
rei 


Frank A. Vanderlip, president of the Na- 
tional City Bank, New York, speaking at 
the Bankers’ dinner held at the Bellevue- 
a2 Stratford, told an anecdote illustrative of 
the fact that men in leaky financial boats 
are not going to buy securities from other 
men ‘‘in the same boat.’’ 
<‘The situation reminds me,’’ he said, 
 £fof a boatload of negro. soldiers on their 
: way to France. One day a submarine was 


‘and told there might be an explosion any 
minute. In the silence that followed, one 
of the men, thinking things were getting 
"serious, queried in a shaky voice: 

«¢¢There ain’t any one wants ter buy a 
zold watch and chain, is there?’ 

‘That, ee: eae! the Beasts ‘fis the 


an bless the little children, 
_. -'‘Wherever they may ‘be, 
Far out on the silent prairie, - 

Down by the sounding sea. 
e flowers in the crowded city, 
“2 ike birds in the forest free, 

‘Lord, bless the little children, 

_ Wherever they. may 1 ie Se 


sighted and the men were lined up on deck 


A GREAT HOUR TO LIVE 
Ye that have faith to look with fearless 
eyes 
Beyond the tragedy of a world at strife, 
And know that out of death and night shall 
rise 
The dawn of ampler life, 
Rejoice, whatever anguish rend the heart, 
That God has given you a priceless 
dower, 
To live in these great times and have your 
part 
In Freedom’s crowning hour; 
That ye may tell your sons who see the 
light 
High in the Heavens—their heritage to 
take— 
‘IT saw the powers of darkness put to 
flight, 
I saw the morning break.’’ 
(Found, after death, on an unknown Aus- 
tralian soldier.) 


SOMETHING TO MAKE GEOGRAPHY 
INTERESTING 
Alan Pressley Wilson 


Many boys and girls dislike the study of © 


geography. If you are one of them, I 
will tell you how to make yourself like it. 

First, get an old geography and some 
cheap foreign stamps, together with some 
stamp hinges/ Go through the book and 
face each map with a sheet of blank paper 


‘the size of the book. These blank sheets, 


which should first be ruled with squares to 
hold the stamps, may be pasted to the 
sides of the book near the lower crease. 
Should you want to make a very neat job 
of it, bend a little fold in the sheet (say, 
about a quarter of an inch wide), and 
spread the mucilage along this. little fold. 
This should then be inserted in the book, 
being sure that no mucilage has oozed 
out, and the book closed and put under a 
heavy weight. 

If, however, you are simply making use 
of a geography that belongs to the school, 
you will not want to deface it by pasting 
anything in it. In that case, secure blank 
sheets nearly twice the width of the page 
and fold these in half, making a double 
sheet. Through the center stretch a cotton 
thread, pass it over the back of the book 
and tie a neat knot, running it up to the 
top near the back edge so as to be un- 
noticeable. 

The stamps for filling the BOO et aphy 
stamp album may be bought for a few 
cents per thousand and I recommend that 
the common ones be bought first. Stamp 
hinges may be purchased for ten cents a 
thousand, which is so cheap that it does 
not pay to make them. Assort your stamps 
into the various countries and you are 
ready to begin the study of geography. It 
is wise to turn to the map connected with 
your next lesson: let us say that it is the 
map of Asia. Now gather together the 
stamps of all the countries comprising Asia 
and arrange them in squares on the insert- 
ed sheet. As you paste the stamps in the 
spaces provided for them, you will uncon- 
sciously study the country to which they 
belong, as may be seen on the map in 
front of you. You will find that geography 
will lose all of the terror it formerly had 
and begin to have a fascination. 

When you have taken up the map of each 
continent in its turn, you will be surprised 
at how much general knowledge you have 
gained, and also that you have learned to 
like the study of geography. This may 
also create a desire to form a stamp col- 
lection, which of itself is a very instructive 
occupation. 

_ Blossburg, Pa. 


A STRANGE REQUEST, 


A Sunday School teacher in an upper 
end town is a great favorite with her girl 
pupils. The teacher frequently asks the 
pupils to commit to memory various bits of 
verse and Scripture. The other day the 


teacher got this note from the mother of 


one of the pupils: 
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“*Dear Teacher: Please don’t teach my 
Mary any more prayers, as 1 can hardly 
get her to bed now.’’—Town and Country. 


THE PRAYER OF A TIRED HEART 
By Mary D. Brine 
Our Father all compassionate, to Thee 
I bring a bruised and tired heart to-day! 
Only the tender touch of Thy dear hand 
‘Can take the weariness and ache away. 
As at Thy feet I kneel, and long for rest 
Bow down Thy pitying ear, and let me 
feel 
The touch I long for soft upon my brow, 
The touch that never fails to soothe and 


heal. 
Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our 
hearts: 
Thou knowest our discouragements, and 
all ‘ 


Our weary efforts to combat the wrong . 
That in us lies. Oh, Father, heed my call 
For help and rest, and as I come to Thee 
Give me the touch of Thy dear hand to- 
day, 
Help me to drop my burden at Thy feet, 
Then rise retreshed with peace, and go 
my way. 
—Christian Intelligencer 


PRAISE GOD! 

In February, 1893, near the Armour Mis- 
sion in ‘Chicago at the coffin-side of a drink- 
slain mother, . in the presence of her drunk- 
en husband, I pledged their children to 
total abstinence. There in that home, 
broken up by liquor, I promised Almighty 
God, with His help, to go out to the 
Churches of America and demand that 
they drive out this home-breaking, child- 
crushing, soul-damning traffic. On May 24 
following, Oberlin helped me start the Anti- 
Saloon League movement. Under many 
heaven:sent ‘leaders this League has grown 
and led the fight until, with the help of 
the W. C. T. We and other allies, on Jan- 
uary 16, 1919, the United States voted 
dry. The Church of the Living God has 
thus won the greatest victory for human 
freedom since Christ died upon the cross. 
Praise God! With His own right hand and 
holy arm hath He gotten Himself the vie- 
tory! 

Dr. Howard H. Russell, 
Founder of the Anti-Saloon League 


A CRAFTY OLD THIEF 
There’s a crafty old thief, of nuisance 
chief, 
Who goes prowling around day by day. 
She subsists on the hours which she slyly 
devours— 
Look out, for she’s coming your way! , 


This crafty old thief may bring you to 
grief; 
She’s robbing you more than you think. 
If wR say, ‘‘Wait a minute,’’ she’s sure 
to fit in it 
An hour or more yet, in a wink. 
What! Asking her name? Have you not 
guessed the same 
Ere this, from the tale I have told? 
This thief of low station is Procrastina- 
tion, 
A sinner the universe old! 
—The King’s Own 


A GOOD ONE ON THE PRESBYTERIANS 
Parson Johnson, of the Colored Church, 
was very fond of using big words, whether 
he understood them or not. Perhaps like 
some white preachers he thought he could 
impress his people with his superior ‘‘larn- 
in’.’? But one Sunday Deacon Jones pro- 
tested. ‘*Why,’’ said he, ‘‘about six times 
yo’ said ‘procrastination’ in yo’ sermon, 
and not on heah knows what it means.’’ 
‘¢Well, I suttinly is s’prised, Deacon 
and not one heah.knows what it means.’’ 
yo’ all suah ought to know. Why, sah, 
procrastination am de fundamental doc- 


trine of de Presbyterian Church!’’ 


14 


Ge ee a FD (| 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


Marcu 13, 1919, 


GE LL 1 | cE 


NEWS_ IN BRIEF 


DEATH OF DR. G. A. SCHWEDES 


In Memoriam 


On Sunday night, March 2, 1919, the Rev. 
Gustavus A. Schwedes, D. D., formerly the 


successful pastor of Christ Church, Bethle- 


hem, Pa., 


and Salem Church, 


Allentown, 


Pa., entered into the heavenly rest in Albu- 
For some years this well- 
known minister was a sufferer from tuber- 


querque, 


culosis. 


N. M. 


A fuller account of his life and 


work will appear in a later issues 


THE REV. F. W. BERLEMAN, D. D. 


the Rev. 


delphia, a 


In Memoriam 


Died Sunday, 


ged 70 years. 


March 9, in Auburn, N. Y., 
F. W. Berleman, D..D., of Phila- 


An account of the 


life and labors of this faithful minister, 


one of 


the 


be 


st-known 


German Synod of the East, 


in a later 


issue. 


members of the 


will be given 


Sharpsville, Pa., Rev. H. N. Spink, pas- 
tor, reports the apportionment paid in full. 

The Sunday School class of Mr. Charles 
Dewine, Lewisburg, Pa., has given a spe- 
cial gift of $25 for Foreign Missions. 

The centennial celebration of the 'Char- 
ter of St. Peter’s Church, Pikeland, Pa., 
Rey. Lloyd M. Knoll, pastor, will take 
place next Sunday at 10.45 A. M. 


Rev. Thomas H. Krick, of Coplay, Pa., 
preached in Trinity Church, Allentown, Pa., 
on ‘*The Moral Aims of the Peace Confer- 
ence.’? 

Pleasant. Valley Charge, Monroe County, 
Pa., Rey. F. W. Smith, pastor, raised the 
sum of $402 for War Emergency, exceed- 
ing its quota by $154. Well done! 

Trinity congregation, in the Duncannon, 
Pa., Charge, Rev. Ralph E. Hartman, pas- 
tor, contributed $61.75 for War Emerg- 
ency. ‘Christ Church contributed $50. 


Dr. Scott R. Wagner is preaching a series 
of Sunday evening sermons in the Second 
Chureh, Reading, Pa., on ‘‘Christian hed 
acter.’ 

The funeral of the late Dr. F. W. Berle- 
man was conducted in Salem Church, Phila- 
delphia, Wednesday, March 12th, Drs. Ps 
H. Dippell and James Crawford being in 
charge. 

Dr. Nathan 'C. Schaeffer, Pennsylvania 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
is reported seriously ill at his home at 
Lancaster, Pa., and his condition is caus- 
ing grave concern to his family and friends. 

Rey. James B. Musser, of Immanuel’s 
Church, Ellwood City, Pa., is preaching a 
series of special sermons every Lord’s Day 
during Lent and giving an illustrated lec- 
ture every Thursday evening. 

The 6-year-old son of Rev. and Mrs. B. 
A. Black, of Irwin, Pa., has been sick of 
diphtheria, but is improving. During the 
quarantine the Church pulpit was filled on 
March 2nd by the Rey. Dr. M. Loucks. 


““ Axeheads or Men’’ was the subject of 
a sermon by Rev. D. H. Fouse, Denver, 
Colo., in which be showed that the miracles 
of God are men rather than floating axe- 
heads. 

We believe the symposium on ‘‘'Church 
Attendance’? in this issue will be of inter- 
est and value to our readers. We mist 
make earnest with this question if we want 
to build up the Kingdom. ‘‘Absent treat- 
ment’? will not build up character or deep- 
en spirituality. 

Prof. James I. Good preached on March 
9th in Heidelberg Church, Philadelphia, 
Dr. R. 'C. Zartman, pastor. The Roosevelt 
memorial service was held in the evening, 
with the sermon by the pastor. The offer- 
ings of the day were for the Foreign Mis- 
sion apportionment. 


On the Wednesday evenings. of Lent, 
Trinity. First Chureh, of York, Pa., Rev. 
Samuel H. Stein, pastor, and Heidelberg 
‘Church, Rev. W. Sherman Kerschner, pas- 
tor, will hold union services alternately in 
the two Churches, with the visiting clergy- 
man preaching and the pastor loci presid- 
ing. 

Notice—At the meeting of the General 
Synod at Altoona, Pa., someone through 
mistake exchanged overcoats, leaving his 
and taking that of Rev. Dr. H. D. Dar- 
baker, of Emlenton, Pa. As soon as the 
party is discovered the coats can be re- 
exchanged, after which doubtless both will 
be better suited. 

The Federated Churches of McConnells: 
burg, Pa., Rev. William J. Lowe, pastor, in 
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an attractive bulletin announces the Len- 
ten and Easter services, culminating in the 
Holy Communion on Easter Day. The pas- 
tor will be assisted at special Lenten serv- 
ices by Revs. I. W. Hendricks, D. D., T. A. 
Alspach and Gustav Teske. 


It is a joy to report that our genial 
friend, Dr. Allen R. Bartholomew, who was 
robbed of the privilege of attending Gen- 
eral Synod by illness, is very mich im- 
proved, and is again illuminating the of- 
fices in this building with his brotherly 
spirit. We suspect that the good news from 
Altoona had a good bit to do with his eon- 
valescence. 


“That Lenten Number of the ‘Messen- 
ger’ was so good, I must have some extra 
copies to distribute among those who will 
appreciate a good thing when they see it.’” 
Such a note from a Potomac Synod pastor 
makes good reading in this office. We want 
every issue to be worth cst in 
any congregation. 


Have you made any rules for yourself 
in Lent? Haphazard treatment of such a 
spiritual opportunity is unworthy of true-~ 
hearted men and women. To be without 
aim means usually to hit nothing, except 
by accident; and in character-building 
there are no accidents. Set a definite goal 
for yourself—and hold yourself up to the 
standards. 


It was the pleasure of the Editor mG 
speak on ‘‘The Larger Freedom’’ at the © 
Sunday afternoon meeting of the Lan- , 
caster, Pa., Y. M. C. A. on March 9. He © 
regrets, however, that he was too ill to 
keep an engagement for the evening of 


that day in Elizabethtown, Pa. where he = 
had hoped to share in a Foreign Missionary — ? 
service. eae 


One of the attractive Lenten cards reach- 
ing this office is that issued by St. Paul’s ze 
Church, Sellersville, Pa., Rev. Robert A. 
Bausch, pastor. The first Sunday in Lent f 
was observed as Mission Sunday, Rev. J. 
M. Mullan preaching in the morning and 
Rev. J. Frank Bucher, of China, in the 
evening. The pastor is conducting adult 
and junior classes for Christian instrue- 
tion, . 
Dr. R. W. Miller gave the missionary ad- 
dress at the Park Avenue M. E. Sunday — 
School last Sunday. This remarkable 
school, with a membership of less than 400 
and an average attendance of 225, which 
gives a missionary offering every Sunday — 
of the year, makes a special effort on the 
Sunday before the Annual Conference, and 
its missionary gift on this occasion: ‘was 
$1,040. 


Rev. W. 8S. Kerschner, of Heidelpeell 
(Church, York, Pa., announces two interest- 
ing series of Lenten sermons, a Sunday — 
morning series on ‘The Royalty of Jesus’? — 
includes His ‘‘Name,’’ ‘‘Authority,?? 
«'Throne,?? ‘Dominion’? and ‘*iConquest,’? 
and on Palm Sunday ‘‘His Royal eer 
The evening series on ‘‘The Great Hea 
‘Hymns’’ will include helpful meditati 
on six of the best known hymns of ie 
Church. 


A unique Lenten calendar is isoned. 
Trinity Church, Mountville, Pa., Rey. 
William Zehring, pastor. On Thursdays 
Lent, the following visiting ministers ° 
preach: March 6, Rev. A. Fred Rentz; 
March 138, Rev. J. Hunter Watts; March 2¢ 
Rey, Robert J. Pilgram; March 27, R 
G. Hartman; April 3, Rev. C. George 
man; April 10, Rev. 'E. H. Zechman; . 
AW Rev. W. W. Moyer. In addition 
interesting themes of the pastor’s St 
sermons there is a brief Lente I 


Should the offering be taken after the 
sermon or before? We suppose that de- 
pends‘upon the preacher. A recent lady 
visitor to the First Church, Denver, Colo- 
rado, admitted at the close of the service 
that she had come to Church with 50 cents 
and a dime, intending to give the dime and 
save the half dollar for lunch. But after 
hearing the sermon she put the 50 cents 
on the plate and saved the dime. What is 
the experience of other ‘Churches in this 
matter? 

Rev. Edwin M. Sando, of Hellam, Pa., 
began a series of five sermons on March 2 
on the theme, ‘‘The Program of Jesus,’’ 
based on Luke 4: 18. The Every-Member 
Canvass will be conducted in Canadochly 
§ ‘Church on April 6. On March 15 Teacher’s 
: Training graduation exercises will be held 
in Trinity Church, when 4'members of the 
Sunday School will be presented with State 
Bk diplomas. The pastor will hold a week of 
‘ special services at each Church preceding 

Communion. 

Just as we go to press the Editor of the 
““Messenger’’ received a telegram an- 
nouncing another change of plans con- 
cerning his proposed trip, which almost 

_. took his breath. It reads: ‘‘Strong possi- 
bility of sailing on Leviathan Saturday, 

March 15, for Brest. This necessitates your 

being in New York Wednesday for confer- 

ence.’’ Therefore, we suspect there will be 
some tall hustling in this section for the 

: next few days, but we will not be able to 

inform you about the exact date of the 
_ Editor’s departure until next week’s issue. 


Hon. Wayne B. Wheeler, general counsel 
of the Anti-Saloon League, says the only 
~~ way the opponents of prohibition can secure 
an amendment of the Federal Constitution 
is to co-operate in the enforcement of the 
amendment and, after a fair trial, prove 
that it is a failure. ‘‘We are willing to sub- 
-—s mit to this test. We challenge our oppo- 
- ‘nents to accept the result. Threats to nul- 

lify the Constitution and the laws enacted 

3. under it will. not appeal to law-abiding, 
-—— patriotic citizens, or aid our opponents in 
their campaign to discredit prohibition. ’’ 

(Chaplain Paul B. Rupp, who has been 
- gonnected with the 11th Regiment, F. A. 

__R.D., at Camp Jackson, S. C., was discharg- 
ed from the Base Hospital on February 
28th, having been a patient there for five 
_ weeks, following an operation. Chaplain 
_ Rupp is now officially connected with Con- 
_valescent Center of the same camp. On 
March 3rd he was granted a ten-days’ 
leave, which he spent in part attending 
General Synod, his Own Church, and his 
relatives. 

One of the ‘‘live wires’’ from the Middle 
West, speaking at General Synod, inti- 
- mated that many congregations are ‘‘asleep 
+ the switch,’’? because the pastor isn’t 


PEPTIRON IS GOOD 


This Real Iron Tonic Combines Merit, 
wa Economy and ‘‘Pep.’’ 


pe i Made from a formula that uses iron in 
most digestible form, pepsin and gentian, 
great stomach tonics, nux and celery, the 
best vegetable remedies for the nerves, and 
also manganese and other valuable nutri- 
- ents—there’s no question of the value of 
_ Peptiron as a blood builder and strength- 
ner. “ 
The larger size of Peptiron contains 
ough for a full month’s treatment, while 
so-called iron preparations contain 
one-half or less. ee 
‘The ‘‘pep’’ or promptness with which 
ptiron does its work is noted by every- 
who takes it. . 
om the first dose the system responds 
e treatment, and you realize you are 
sing a medicine that begins right, 
itinues and ends right. Better get a 
e of Peptiron today. Take two Pept- 
- each meal—then comes good 
appetite, and—pep. 


ea uN. 


sufficiently wide awake to inspire others 
with life. Surely it wasn’t a member of 
the Reformed Church who composed the 
doleful lines quoted by this brother at 
Synod: 


“*‘T never see my pastor’s eyes 
Glowing with light divine, 
For when he prays he closes his, 

And when he preaches, mine.’’ 


On February 23, memorial services were 
held in honor of Lawrence Kunkle Helman, 
a member of Grace Church, Fenneltown, 
Pa., who paid the supreme sacrifice on the 
battlefield in France. The pastor, Rey. A. 
S. Lenhart, delivered the sermon. A dele- 
gation of the I. O. O. F. of Saltsburg was 
present, Mr. ‘Carson speaking briefly in 
behalf of the Lodge. The Young Men’s 
Bible Class, of which he was a member, 
placed a beautiful tablet in the Church 
in memory of Mr. Helman, who was a 
member of ‘Co. A, 320th Regt., A. BE. F., 
and was killed in the battle of Argonne 
Forest, November 1, 1918. 


One of the most virile and illuminating 
sermons it has been our pleasure to hear for 
many a day was preached at the opening 
of General Synod by the Rev. Charles E. 
Schaeffer, D. D. The ‘‘Messenger’’ would 
be glad to give it, in whole or in part, to 
our readers, but Synod ordered it printed 
and widely distributed, so many of our 
people will be enabled to read it in the 
near future. The text was: ‘‘To-day, if 
ye hear His voice, harden not your hearts.’’ 
It was an urgent and impelling challenge 
to heed the revelation of God in this won- 
derful time. 


A letter from Rev. ‘Clarence Woods, of 
Roanoke, Va., and now in France, has been 
received, in which he tells of the very in- 
teresting and splendid work that he is do- 
ing. He was at first House Secretary’ with 
the Commerey Divisional Headquarters. 
Later upon his request he was given charge 
of a Hut at Roule Court. Here his duty is 
to serve the Second Battalion of the 59th 
Pioneer Regiment. In addition to the sec- 
retarial work at the Hut, services are held 
there every Sunday and night classes are 
conducted for the study of history and 
civics. Rev. Woods finds the work absorb- 
ing and reports the most hearty co-opera: 
tion from the army. 


The Allentown ‘‘Morning ‘Call’’ of Sat- 
urday, March 8th, contained a stirring ap- 
peal by Rev. Dr. J. M. G. Darms in answer 
to the question, ‘‘Why Should I Go to 
Church?’’? The 8 reasons which are set 
forth eloquently in this statement are: 
(1) To worship God, (2) to acknowledge 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ, (3) to give 
expression to my better self, (4) to get a 
moral grip on life, (5) to give me higher 
ideals, (6) to be stimulated for service, (7) 
to form the finest fellowships of life, (8) 
to make and mold the best community ex- 
pression. A special effort was made by the 
pastors of the city of Allentown to secure 
a large Church attendance last Sunday. 

Zion Chureh, Hagerstown, Md., Rev., Dr. 
J. Spangler Kieffer, pastor, celebrated For- 
eign Mission Day, March 2, using the reg- 
ular service. Mr. Frank Bennett, repre- 
senting the Sunday School, spoke on the 
necessity of mission study, prayer, and giy- 
ing, and made an earnest plea for the cause. 
E. L. Coblentz, Esq., of Middletown, Md., 
who is a member of the Home Mission 
Board and of the Missionary and Steward- 


ship Committee, gave a very helpful talk, © 


urging the Church to rise to the need and 
put forth renewed efforts in support of our 
mission fields. On March 9th Dr. J. H. 
Apple, President of Hood College, Fred- 
erick, conducted the morning service and 
preached a most eloquent and appropriate 
sermon. 

On March 2 Lic. Victor A. Ruth was or- 
dained and installed as pastor of the Olivet 
Charge, Allegheny Classis, the committee 
consisting of Rev. John W. Pontius, chair- 


a 
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man, who read the ordination and installa- 
tion services; Rev. J. I. Lauffer, who de- 
livered the address to the pastor-elect, and 
Rev. H. M. Leidy, who addressed the 
charge to the people. This is regarded as 
one of the best country charges in that 
section of the Church and the prospects are 
bright. One of the two congregations has 
already overpaid its apportionment for the 
present year. The former pastor left the 
charge in a healthy condition and Rev. Mr. 
Ruth has already given evidence that it 
shall continue to go forward and reach a 
still higher goal. 


General Synod voted in favor of annual 
meetings hereafter, of course submitting 
the recommendation to the Classes for de- 
cision. Also for the creation of Executive 
Commissions. in General and _ District 
Synods, corresponding to the present Exec- 
utive Committee of Classis. Of special in- 
terest also was the unanimity with which 
the seal of approbation was put upon the 
proposed merger of the Church papers, and 
the establishment of one united organ which 
shall express the totality of the life and 
work of the Reformed Church in the Unit- 
ed States. Viewed from any angie, the 
actions of this Synod were momentous in 
their significance and heartening in their 
progressiveness. 

A family of happy children and grand- 
children gathered at the home of their par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. William Frock, of Sil- 
ver Run, Md., on February 21, to celebrate 
the golden wedding anniversary of this 
estimable couple. They were wedded by 
the sainted Rev. W. 'C. Cremer, D. D., at 
the home of the bride, who was the daugh- 
ter of Mr. William Feeser. In addition to 
the members of the family, Rev. John 8. 
Adam and family of St. Mary’s Church, 
were present to offer congratulations to the 
aged couple, who are enjoying remarkably: 
good health. 13 of the 15 grandchildren 
were present. A beautiful crystal clock. 
was presented to Mr. and Mrs. Frock. Dur- 
ing nearly all the years of their wedded life 
the ‘‘Messenger’’ has been a welcome vis- 
itor at this good home, and we join in. 
prayer that their future days may be rich 
with the continued blessings of God. 


‘‘The Platform of Faith’’ is the subjeet 
of a series of morning sermons, preached 
by Rev. Robert J. Pilgram in St. Peter’s 
Church, Laneaster, Pa. The special themes 
are: ‘‘The Spirit of the Lord,’’ ‘‘Good 
News to the Poor,’’ ‘‘Freedom and the: 
Gospel,’’ ‘‘Vision for the Blind,’’ ‘‘Re- 
lief for the Oppressed,’’ ‘‘The Time of 
Acceptance.’’ A class of young women is. 
studying the New ‘Testament. Training 
‘Course under the direction of Prof. T. F. 
Herman ,of the Seminary faculty. At the 
recent Consistory meeting the Property 
Committee suggested tentative ideas for 
discussion in approaching a Church build- 
ing project. At the Men’s Association 
meeting last month Dr. N. C. Schaeffer por- 
trayed the chief problems of the State Pub- 
lic School work. Mr. A. R. Tosh, of the 


senior class of the Theological Seminary,. 


who spent a year in Y. M. C. A. work in 
Italy and France, talked of his interesting: 
experiences, at the March meeting. 


WANTED 


A Superintendent of Buildings and] 
Grounds at the Mercersburg Academy. | 
To fill this position he should be a man 
of at least moderate mechanical ability |. 
and understand boilers and electrical | 
machinery. He must be able to handle 
men. Should be a man of good char-} 
acter who is at least thirty years of age. 
The salary will depend upon the experi- | 
ence and ability of the successful candi- 
date. Please send all applications to 
J. M. Drumm, Academy Treasurer, Mer- | 
cersburg, Pa. 


es 
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St. Luke’s congregation, North Wales,  piler, Rev. Ellis 8S. Hay, formerly pastor and truly the fundamental and the primary 


Pa., tendered a hearty reception to thei 


pastor, Rev. Frank W. Teske, and his bride, 
on Thursday evening, March 6th. There 
were 350 persons present to offer congratu- 
lations and join in the good fellowship of 


the evening. Mr. Henry 8. Kriebel deliv- 
ered an address of welcome, and Miss Myr- 
tle Mattern and Mr. Harry Ritchie enter- 
tained at the piano and violin. The Church 
was decorated with palms and flowers. The 
members of the Junior Choir served re- 
freshments in the banquet room. Mr. Oscar 
Hoffman was toastmaster and responses 
were made by Revs. C. G. Beck and J. D. 
Detrich, Mrs. Rothtrock, of Lansdale, and 
Rev. Mr. Teske. In behalf of the congre- 
gation, Rev. Mr. Detrich presented a purse 
containing $121 to Mrs. Teske. The bride 
also was presented with a beautiful basket 
of flowers. 

The ‘‘MesSenger’’ has received a very 
interesting and valuable little booklet is- 
sued by the Nimes Leave-Area, A. E. F., 
France, with the compliments of the com- 


Special Meeting of General Synod 


of Grace Church, Chicago, and now Re- 


ligious and Educational Secretary of the 
Y. M.'C. A. at Nimes. The booklet contains 
in addition to a number of illustrations 
some very interesting and valuable histor- 
ical information with regard to that sec- 
tion of France and its various attractions. 
The population of Nimes is 80;200 and it is 
the birthplace of Daudet, Sauvin, Guizot 
and Nicot. There are 12,000 Protestants 
at Nimes, who have two ‘Churches, one of 
which was organized.in 1559. The little 
book also describes the convenient and 
luxuriant club rooms which the Y. M. C. 
A. has established in this wonderland of 
the Rhone Valley in La Belle France, to- 
gether with the canteen, auditorium, and 
arena opened for the benefit of the soldier 
boys. Rev. Mr. Hay is evidently a very 
busy man, and is finding the work intensely 
interesting from many angles. He states 
that Nimes is richer in well-preserved an- 
tiquities than any other town in France. 


Thursday, March 6, 1919, 4 P. M., marked 
one of the greatest hours in the history of 
the Reformed Church in this country. For 
it was at just that hour that the General 
Synod, assembled in special session in 
Christ Reformed Church, Altoona, Pa., de- 


cided unanimously to undertake her big-- 


gest task, her appropriate share in the 
evangelization and reconstruction of the 
world for a five-year period. How we wish 
that you, one and all, could have been pres- 
ent to have heard the hearty, the enthusi- 
astiec vote; to have listened to the positive, 
the decided, the assured and the assuring 
tones in which the ‘‘ayes’’ rang out. No, 
indeed, it was not a vote of doubt, of 
weakness, of uncertainty, but of the kind 
that leads to action, to sacrifice, to de- 
termined and untiring effort. It was but 
natural and to be expected that the entire 
Synod would spring to its feet and sing 
as it never did before, ‘‘Praise God, from 
Whom All Blessings Flow.’’ Then the 
stillness that immediately followed was, if 
possible, still more. impressive, as Synod 
waited for Rev. C. C. Clever, D. D., to get 
control of his feelings so that he might 
lead us in prayer, which the President had 
asked him to do. Yes, hearts were full, 
eyes were dimmed with tears and voices 
were choked. That was the hour of all 
hours in Synod and every member of the 
Reformed Church should with gratitude 
write it down. 

To be more specific, it was just at the 
time named above when Synod voted on 
Item 4 of the new era report. The prepar- 
ation for that hour began with the opening 
service on Tuesday evening, when we had 
the privilege of listening to an inspiring 
sermon by Rev. 'C. E. Schaeffer, D. D. All 
day Wednesday we listened to reports, the 


statements of needs, given by the agencies. 


and Boards of the Church. These were all 
laid with most telling effect upon our 
hearts. 


These impressions were deepened by two 
capable representatives of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church who had been invited to 
address Synod by the President, Rev. C. HE. 
Miller, D. D. On Wednesday evening Mr. 
R. E. Diffendorfer gave us an illustrated 
lecture, showing some of the results of 
the surveys taken by that denomination. 
On Thursday morning Dr. S. Earl Taylor, 
General Secretary of the Interchurch 
World Movement, told us of the raising of 
$100,000,000 in the Methodist ‘Church. 

There is another thing that you should 
know before you read the report. Do you 
know that the current began to flow with- 
in several hours after the epoch-making 
vote was taken? You are not surprised to 
learn that at the service on Thursday even- 


a 
a 


ing, in less than one hour $15,000 were 
pledged toward the support of the three 
young men and the two young women who 
had been presented to the Synod and who 
are under appointment by our Foreign Mis- 
sionary Board. That was the happy and 
wisely planned outlet of the pent-up feel- 
ings of all those present. We almost for- 
got that we were ‘‘cold and staid Reform- 
ed Church people’’ and well-nigh became 
‘“shouting Methodists’’ for a little while. 
It was a great thing to share in such a 
scene. 

The significant report, which was unani- 
mously adopted, is found on the cover page 
of the ‘‘Messenger.’’ In addition to Presi- 
dent Charles E. Miller and Stated Clerk 
J. Rauch Stein, the Commission ealled for 
in this report includes 9 representatives of 
various interests who have not yet: been 
designated by those interests, and the fol- 
lowing appointees of the President of- 
Synod: 'Charles E. Creitz, A. S. DeChant, 
E. S. Bromer, J. O. Reagle, BE. N. Evans, 
C. H. Gramm, A. Krampe, F. H. Diehm, J. 
Friedli, H. E. Paisley, Emory L. 'Coblentz, 
H. Ff. Texter; G. Bo Smith ‘and Philip 
Koehring. ; 


In the above report be careful to note 
the preamble and Item 3. The emphasis 
all through this five-year period is to be 
laid on this item. Synod unanimously 
agreed to the thought that this is really 


CHRIST CHURCH, ALTOONA, PA. 
Rev. Oswin S. Frantz, Pastor 


Where General Synod Was So Hospitably Enter-_ 


tained March 4-6, 1919 


purpose and object that is to be held in 
our thought. 

Personally I have never attended a 
Synod in which the laymen took as active. 
and prominent a part as they did in this 
one. They aided by their splendid speeches 
in reaching the conclusions. This is not a 
plan by the ministers only, but it is large- 
ly a vision of the laymen, and they did all 
that they could to lead up to the adoption 
of the great plans. 
delegate said that the total amount should 
have been $10,000,000 instead of the amount 
as given above. If the laymen throughout 
the entire denomination will do as thesé 
brethren did, then we will go far beyond 
the goal. 


Action on Religious Liberty 


In addition to the above, several other 
items jvere referred to the General Com- 
mittee, on the basis of which they made the 
following recommendations, 
adopted: 

1. That the General Synod of the Re- 
formed Church in the United States urges 


upon the Allied Peace Conference in Paris — 


the great importance of a guarantee of 


religious liberty in all countries affected 


by the decisions of that ‘Conference. We 


believe that religious liberty is funda- 
mental to all true “democracy and essential 


to pee peace of the world. 
. That the officers of the General yaad 


be authorized to appoint a deputation, if — 


necessary, to go with other religious bodies, — 
to the Department of State, to urge it to 


use its influence to prevent any breach of 2 


religious liberty in Transylvania and 
Banet, by Rumania and Servia. 
3. That the matter of aid for the 


Churches of Europe be referred to the Na- 


tional Service ‘Commission and the Foreign 
Mission Board. 


By no means the very least among the 


many surprises of Synod was not only the s, 
unanimous adoption of the report of the | 


General Committee, but the eloquent ac 
dresses in favor of it and urging the most 
speedy consummation of the plans. 
single voice was heard in opposition to th 
organic union of certain kindred deno 
inations. Go back to the Synods of Yor 
and of Canton and listen again to the s 
ealled insuperable obstacles to ‘Chure 
union. Now in some supernatural way the 
have been removed. No, the fact is tha 
men to-day are hearing the voice of Go 
in the eall to His children that they shoul 


arrange to do His work in far different 
We ought to 


ways ‘than it has been done. 
have the splendid address of Mission: 


One prominent lay © 


Or 
Not. ay 


"oe 


which were 


Ce 
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Evans, of Kansas City, which was really 
. the appeal from the great West for 
; ‘¢speeding up’’ Church union of an effi- 
be cient kind, to print with these resolutions. 
cm Synod clearly saw the direction in which 
-- these resolutions point, but that seemed 
y only to make it all the more willing and 
4 ready to adopt them. These actions mean, 
f if we are sincere and are not acting in a 


double role, that we are going to have 


organic union with several of the larger 
i denominations in the not distant future; 
ok: for, how will it be possible for our Boards 


: to work together along the lines indicated 
in item 2 without bringing us together as 
one body? Truly, the prayer of Synod 
was, and we feel that it speaks the lan- 
guage of the entire Reformed Church, 
‘*God speed the day when we will stop this 
sinful waste of devoted men and of conse- 
erated money by remaining separated as 
denominations when there is really no vital 
and fundamental reason for being apart.’? 


There was the same unanimity in the 
adoption of the resolutions bearing on the 
question of the League of Nations. While 
there was one eloquent address made 
against them when they were first intro- 
_ duced, yet that was due to a misunder- 
- standing as to their import and purpose; 
Re but when they came up for final action all 
eae | Bee eetood what was intended and there 
was a unanimous vote. You will see when 
Pou read them that Synod did not ask for 
the adoption of any special draft of the 
constitution of such a League, but the ideal 
that the nations should be brought together 
in agreement not only that the horrors of 
war might be negatived and averted, but 


that they should work together for world © 


on eee \ 
‘Reader, you heed the request for prayer 
~ eontained in this action. Ask God each day 
to bring about this much desired League. 


a Report on Interdenominational and Inter- 
4 s national Relations 


ie. Dear Fathers and Brethren: 


There were placed in the hands of your 
- Committee, first a report of the delegates 
- to the Council of the Reformed Churches 
holding the Presbyterian System, in which 
the delegates recommend the approval of 
_ the Amendments to the Articles of Agree- 
ent and the plan of Federal Union. By 
these proposed Amendments, the General 
- Council is given carefully guarded legisla- 
i tive authority in addition to the former ad- 
pacory powers. 
Pe) Resolved, That General Synod ap- 
‘oves of the several Amendments to the 


Reformed Piacehes in America, and the 
of Federal Union. 


( Resolved, That in accordance with. 
les 5 and 11, of the Articles of Agree- 
it, General Synod hereby approves of 
stablishing of administrative agencies 
the Council in connection with Home 
ons and Foreign Missions, Evangelism, 
rk among the colored people, Church 
u ding and Erection, Sundav Schools and 
] ae Education, Ministerial Re- 
d Comity, and authorizes the dele- 
f the General Synod to the General 
sil to nominate representatives to any 
or Agencies that may be ereated by 
eral ‘Council, to serve until the next 
¢ of the General Synod. | 
Resolved, That the Boards of the 
Synod be and are hereby directed 
their work as may be called for 
sary in connection with any ad- 
ive agency established by the 
‘Council.. In view of the shortness 
nominate as additional dele- 
Council the following: Revs. 
, C. E, Schaeffer, George W. 


iler, ‘C. B. Schneder, 
ee H. C. Nott, 
Elder a Bareis, 


‘H. J. Cristman, A. M. 
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ple, Milton H. Warner, F. Von Tackay, 
H. E. Hartman, 'C. H. Leinbach. 

II. A communication from Dr. W. H. 
Roberts, Stated Clerk of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
A., having to do with the convention held 
in Philadelphia, December 4 and 5, 1918, 
at which the Reformed ‘Church in the U. 
S. was represented by a delegation, of 
which Dr. George W. Richards is chairman. 
The proposal is to hold a council on organic 
union of evangelical bodies in the United 
States. Your committee recommends the 
adoption of the following: 

Resolved, That General Synod approves 
of the action of the commission on closer 
relations and Church union in attending 
the conference on organic union held in 
Philadelphia, Pa., and called by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A. It approves also of.the 
representation of the commission on the ad 
interim committee created by said confer- 
ence. 

Resolved, That the General Synod places 
on record its hearty sympathy with the 
effort initiated by the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. 8. A. 
to bring together the evangelical Churches 
of our country into closer relations and 
expresses its profound conviction that the 
leadership of the Great Head of the Church 
is manifest in the movements of the day to 
unite this people in the bonds of unity, 
peace, good-will and. united Christian serv- 
ice. 

Resolved, That General Synod hereby 
approves of the proposed Council of Evan- 
gelical Churches to form a plan of organic 
union and authorizes its commission on the 
Council of Reformed ‘Churches to be repre- 
sented in said Council. 

TI. (a) To your committee was referred 
a vacancy in the delegation to the Federal 
Council. We recommend the nomination 
and election of H. EH. Paisley. 

(b) General Synod is requested to con- 
tinue the organization of the National 
Service Commission till the next General 
Synod. 

(ec) General Synod is requested to ‘ap- 
prove the proposed reorganization of the 
Federal ‘Council. We recommend the ap- 
proval of this resolution: 

Resolved, That General Synod has heard 
with pleasure of the purpose of a full con- 
sideration on the part of the Federal Coun- 
cil at its special meeting, Cleveland, Ohio, 
May 6 to 8, of plans looking towards the 
largest possible relationship between the 
denominational and inter-denominational 
bodies. We believe that the time has come 
when through the agency of the Federal 
Council the’ Protestant Evangelical forces 
of the nations shall be brought into such 


confederative relationship as to manifest. 


the unity of these forces in effective serv- 
ice. We pledge the loyalty and support of 
the General Svnod of the Reformed ‘Church 
in the U. 8. to this endeavor. 

(d) The General Synod is requested to 
include in the budget of the New Era 
Movement an adequate sum for inter- 
Church work of the Federal Council. We 
recommend that this request be granted 
and that this matter be referred to the 


" commission. 
IV. The General Synod is reminded that 


the war crisis of the world has passed and 
the time has come tovorganize the world 
for truth and right, justice and humanity. 
The representatives of the nations are 
now at work endeavoring to create agencies 
adequate to the task, and to keep peace 


through the world. This matter is funda- 


mental to the rule of the Prince of Peace 
and the establishment of the Kingdom of 


- God in the world. 


The Church of Christ is His organized 
agency for the advancement of the King- 


dom of God on the earth. She has much to 


give in its behalf. The realization of the 
triumph of God’s will in the affairs of men 


is her supreme responsibility. She can 


- give the a of good will, without which 
abe, ; ; 
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no League of Nations can endure. Her 
special function is to infuse in the world 
that will to ‘‘ Righteousness and Peace and 
Joy through the Holy Spirit,’’ which is the 
guaranty of order and justice. She can in- 
spire the faith that is needful in the real- 
ization of the great ideal before the na- 
tions. Therefore, 


Resolved, 1. That it is the belief of this. 
Synod that such a League of Nations is 
rooted in the Gospel and that its objective 
is’ ‘‘Peace on WHarth, Good-will toward 
Men,’’ and we call our people to prayer 
and put our endorsement upon what seems. 
to be the only immediate human agency by 
which. the world shall be at peace in the 
future, at least the agency that will mini- 
mize war among the nations of the world. 


Resolved, 2. That this Synod pause to: 
implore our Heavenly Father, God Al- 
mighty, that the peace delegates of the 
nations and the responsible authorities of 
our land may be guided by the Divine 
Spirit and enlightened by Divine wisdom 
to the end that they embody in the new 
world order which they are attempting to 
create, His righteous, loving and holy will. 


Resolved, 3. That this Synod calls upon 
the ministers or representatives of the con- 
gregations to read this statement and these 
resolutions in a public service in the im- 
mediate future at a convenient time, and 
pray for God’s blessing and His leader- 
ship through His Son, Jesus Christ, in the 
attempt of the nations to arrive at such 
an understanding with one another as will 
bring to pass peace and good-will among 
men. 


Resolved, 4. That the officers of this 
Synod be authorized to forward a copy of 
these resolutions to the President of the 
United States and the Senate at Washing- 
ton, D. C., and to send a copy of the same 
to each of our religious periodicals with 
the request that they be published therein 
as soon as possible. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Cc. Clever, Chairman 


Two Successful Ministries 


There ‘were two reports dealing with 
questions that grew out of the great- war 
that challenged the attention and gripped | 
the heart of Synod. One was the account 
of the work done by our National Service 
Commission, presented by the Secretary 
and Treasurer, Rev. W. Stuart Cramer. We 
were glad to be told that 14,000 young 
men from our denomination entered the 
service of their country, 13 of our min- 
isters became chaplains in either the Army 
or Navy, and that our congregations volun- 
tarilv contributed $8,000 to assist the Com- 
mission in its work. How we all rejoiced 
to be told by Dr. Charles S. MacFarland, 
Secretary of the Federal Council of the 
‘Churches of ‘Christ, that from the coast in 
Belgium to Switzerland he never found one 
of the Reformed Chaplains in the rear 
when it was at all possible for him to be 
at the front, and that he never heard one 
word of criticism of our men. By unani- 
mous action of Synod this Commission is 
to continue its splendid service until the 
last one of our boys is mustered out. 


The other report was that of the War 
Emergency Fund, given in verbal form by. 
Rey. J. M. 8. Isenberg, D. D., who was the 
Director in the raising of that Fund. This 
is one of the finest and most successful 
tasks that we as a denomination ever per- 
formed. We were assured that from present 
indications we will more than go ‘‘over the 
top,’’ in the raising of the $110,000. This 
is an indication of our strength and it is 
a splendid preparation for that which is 
now before us since the meeting of Synod, 
A rising vote of thanks was given to Dr. 
Isenberg for the great service that he thus 
rendered, for the masterful way in which 
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he marshaled the forees of the Church to 
achieve this splendid result. 
Further reports next week. 
Charles B. Alspach, 


Chairman Press Committee. 


HEEDING THE CALL 


The General Synod of the Reformed 
Church which is meeting in Altoona is the 
most important body of this great religious 
denomination, and because this is true 
more than the ordinary interest is being 
taken in its work. It has assembled here 
in special session—the second in its his- 


Church in the reconstruction period and the 
advisability of a united campaign to meet 
the situation. 

The Reformed Churches, as a result of 
this conference, will be asked to raise ap- 
proximately $6,000,000 during the next five 
years for the promotion of the Kingdom 
and to increase the working efficiency of 
the denomination. 


B 
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GENERAL COMMENT 


End of the Sixty-fifth Congress—At noon 
on March 4th the Sixty-fifth Congress pass- 
ed into history. The new Congress, elected 
last November, does: not meet in regular 
session until the first Monday in December, 
but it is practically certain that an extra 
session will be called, perhaps late in the 
spring. | 

The Sixty-fifth Congress was our War 
Congress, its two years covering almost 
exactly the period during which we were 

‘at war with the Central Powers in Europe. 

It will be remembered in history, for many 
laws of great importance, especially those 
in connection with the war; but it did not 
go out in a blaze of glory. A strong oppo- 
sition to President Wilson has developed 
among the Republican members of Con- 
gress, especially in the Senate. In how far 
this arises from the fact that .the Presi- 
dent chose no member of the Senate for 
the Peace Conference, or in how far it is 
based on partisan politics, or arises from 
sincere motives, every citizen must judge 
for himself. Certain it is that the Repub- 
lican members of the Senate took it upon 
themselves to foree the President to one 
of three things: 1. To abandon his second 
trip to France. 2. To hasten back earlier 
than he intended, or 3, and most likely, to 
force him to call an extra session which 
should sit in his absence. The one way 
in which the Senate might force the Presi- 
dent’s hand is in employing obstructive 
methods to prevent important and neces- 
sary legislation during the closing days of 
the old Congress. This is known as filibus- 
tering. During the last four hours of the 
life of the Sixty-fifth Congress Senator 
Sherman, of Illinois, oceupied the entire 
time, making a speech of no importance, 
and thus prevented the passage of many 
bills that should by no means have been 
left over. 

It is doubtful if the President will yield 
and call an extra session to sit while he 
is absent in France, as he believes that 
he ought to~be present as much as possi- 
ble while ‘Congress is in session, and he 
believes also that anything the country 
may suffer by the failure of important 
appropriation bills, will be due entirely to 
the tactics employed by the Senate. In a 
publie statement Mr. Wilson expressed 
deep regret at the employment of ob- 
atruetive tacties by the Senate and de- 
clared that he supposed that the men re- 
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propriation measure authorizing 


That this vast sum will be raised by 
this people goes without saying. Just as 
the Methodists, the Baptists, the Presby- 
terians, the Episcopalians and other leading 
denominations have found it imperative to 


_obligate themselves to raise millions to 


advance the interests of Christianity the 
world over, just so the Reformed congrega- 
tions are conscious of the duty before them 
and are planning to discharge it. 


‘Never in all the world’s history has there 
been such a tremendous opportunity pre- 
sented to the international religious bodies. 

As we emerge from the horrors of war 
and the spirit of killing, we perceive more 
clearly the need to icarry the light and 
the truth to all corners of the globe; and, 
what is infinitely more important, we are 
heeding the eall. 


The momentous plans which the General 
Synod will adopt in Altoona will not cause 
rejoicing! in the Reformed Church alone, 
but will also be a source of gratification to 
other denominations.—Altoona, Pa., Mizror 
Sree 6). 


sponsible for the situation are ready to 
shoulder the responsbility before the coun- 
try. 

Measures That Failed—Some of the 
measures that might easily have been 
passed during the last days or the. last 
hours of the recent Congress are of press- 
ing importance and their failure will doubt- 
less hamper the business of the Government 
in no small degree. One of these is the 
general deficiency bill of $842,000,000, 
which includes a vast sum intended to be 
apphed to railroad administration. An- 
other is the Army appropriation bill, 


which provides for an army ef 540,000 men 


after July Ist and carries more than a 
billion dollars. A third is the Naval ap- 
a new 
three-year shipbuilding program. A fourth 
of these measures carrying very large sums 
is one called the Sundry Civil Bill, which 
includes a vast appropriation for merchant 
marines. ‘The failure of these measures 
simply means that until an extra session 
of (Congress can be called and the appropria- 
tions made, nothing can be done when the 
small amounts of money now available are 
used up. It is feared that the result will 
be disastrous to the shipping, Army and 
Navy programs and that one of the re- 
sults will be widespread unemployment of 
workmen. 

Another measure that failed is the agri- 
cultural appropriations measure carrying 


$27,000,000. Many people, however, will not — 


regret the failure of this bill from the fact 
that it contained a repeal of the Daylight- 


saving law. That law passed a year ago 


provided for the turning forward of the 


clock one hour on the last day of March. — 
Detroit schools, has been elec' 


Many people in the United States were. 
highly pleased with the new plan, but there 
was a loud protest from the farmers and 


to please them Congress tacked on to this — 


bill a repeal of the measure. Its failure 


to pass means that we shall have one more 


summer under the daylight-saving law, and 


it is believed that within another year the | 


farmers,. as well as others, will come $5. 
appreciate the new custom. 


The New Speaker—The Republican mem- * 


hers of the new Congress met in caucus 
last week and chose as the next. Speaker 
of the House Representative Frederick 
Gillett, of Massachusetts, 1 
“¢Speaker,’’” it will be Litas (i 
from an old English { 
presiding officer in 


-eonelusion of the 


The ‘title: 
omes~ 


carried the acts of the House before the 
king and thus became the speaker for his 
colleagues. We borrowed the term from 
the English. 

Mr. Gillett has the honer of having serv- 
ed longer in ‘Congress without a break than ey 
any other member. He was first elected 
in 1893 and has served continuously ever 
since. He is a Boston lawyer and a gradu- ~ 
ate of the Harvard Law School. He is the © 
first Speaker from Massachusetts since be- 
fore the Civil War. He may almost be 
classed among the silent members of Con- — 
gress, so seldom has he taken the floor 'to Dab 
make a speech. It is said that all his 
speeches during the last quarter century 
woulid not fill one small volume. But when- 
ever he has spoken he has attracted the at- 
tention not only of his colleagues, but of © 
the whole country. He always has some- 
thing worth while to say. Democrats as- 
well as Republicans believe that the choice 
is a happy one, that Mr. Gillett will be fair 
in his rulings, and that he will be an echt as 
in expediting public business. 


DOMESTIC 


The final act of the Senate was — 
record a vote of 47 to 38 in favor of t 
demobilization within 30 days of all so ita 
diers in military camps in the United, 
States. a 

Jeanette Rankin, of Montel the 01 
woman who ever served in Congress, m 
her farewell speech in the House sai 
Ath. 

The United States Government ae 
termined to retain control of the railroa 
despite failure of Congress to provide fu ni 
for the railroad administration, and to ha 
the roads finance themselves for th 
few months through private loans 
open market or through advanceap 
War Finance Corporation. 

A. Mitchell Palmer was sworn in be 
torney General March .5th and Franci 
Garvan; of New York, assumed M 
er’s former responsibilities as ali 
erty custodian. 

Henry Ford, the automobile sneale 
er, has announced that he is organizin 
new company to build a new mode 
that will sell at from $250 to $300. 

The North Carolina Senate, ‘by a’ 
35 to 12, passed a bill to permit wom 
vote in municipal elections, 

Casualties on American -radlno aie 
1918 resulted in the death of 9, 567 
and the injury of 70,970. 

Uncertainty over the status of railro 
in the immediate future was eo re 
moved by Director General Hines? 
nouncement after conferring wit 
dent Wilson, that the Government 
not turn the roads back to priva 
ment until Congress had more oppor 
to consider a permanent program of 
lation. 

More than 12,000 returned coldiens 


daborentoals: have registered fo: 
tion and further training, acco 
Federal Board for Woods 


enter civil life. 
Charles E. neds pies. 


tendent of belies sca 
Education. 


shortly throughou 


000 franes which the Hungarian govern- 

ment will have to pay. 

Bulgaria is facing a financial crisis. The 
war cost the country over $1,500,000,000, 
while its estimated wealth is only $2,200,- 
*000,000. The national debt before the war 

~ was $60,000,000. 

Emile Cottin, who recently shot and 
‘wounded Premier Clemenceau, will be tried 
by court-martial on March 14. 

A general strike began last week in Ber- 
lin in which all traffic was stopped on 
‘the street cars and the elevated and under- 
ground railways. | 


The British gov ernment has decided to 
‘release the Irish political prisoners accord- 
ing to an announcement of Chancellor of 
the Exchequer Bonar Law. 


On the casualty lists of the French army 
the word ‘‘Missing’’ is written opposite 
the names of 314,000 men. 


Starvation prevails throughout Bolshes 
___ vik Russia and is killing off the population 
by thonsands. Diseases due to undernour- 
ishment are rampant and there is a great 
searcity of food in Petrograd and Moscow. 


The corporation of the City of Brussels 
has decided to propose to the City Council 
_ that it offer Egmont Palace as the seat of 
the League of Nations. It was erected in 
_ 1548 by Count Egmont, a famous general. 


‘The smallest country to have a repre- 
sentative in Paris for the Peace Confer- 
ence, with the exception of Monaco, will 
be the principality of Liechtenstein, situ- 
a ated on the Swiss eastern frontier. It has 

an area of 65 square miles and only 10,000 
inhabitants. 4 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Premier Orlando has cabled a personal 
“message to President Wilson declaring 
‘that the whole Italian people compre- 
hend and acclaim with joy the high value 
ects significance’? “of the 


Be cisbite be ate Federal raderee Boars 
and similar action has been taken by the 
authorities of Great Britain and France. 
It is understood that one purpose of the 
step is to stop the financing of Bolsheviki 
% _ propaganda. 

ea According to official figures given out to 
Chief of Staff March, 7,345,000 men died in 
battle during the World’ War. Russia 
paid the heaviest with losses of 1,700,000 


third. 
Herbert Hoover has been appointed by 
; President Wilson as Director General of 
eg the American Relief Administration, cre- 
ated under the new $100,000,000 European 
amine relief bill, with full authority to 
direet the furnishing of food stuffs and 
ther urgent supplies purchased out of the 
ief fund and to arrange for their trans- 
rtation, distribution and administration. 
President Wilson told a delegation from 
he American Jewish Congress that he was 
ersuaded that the Allied Nations, with the 
illest concurrence of the American Gov- 


Phomas Gregory, retiring Attorney 
teneral of the United States, accompanied 
esident Wilson to Paris as general ad- 


q inety- nine per cent. of all’ shell-shock 
in the American Army in France 
ve eompletely recovered, according to a 
ent made by Colonel Thomas Sal- 
,of New York, chief medical officer in 
cs such soldiers who have recently 
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News of the Woman’s Missionary Society | 
[Send Communications to Mrs. E. W. Lentz, Bangor, Pa.] 
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Mrs. W. R. Harris and Mrs. Irene A. 
Anewalt attended the special meeting of 
General Synod at Altoona. Mrs. Harris 
spoke before Synod on the larger aims and 
purposes of the W. M.S. and the desire to 
correlate the work of the W. M. S. and 
the Lavmen’s Missionary Movement in 
order that the largest possible service may 
be rendered. 


The title of the senior Home Mission 
study book for 1919-20 will be ‘‘ Christian 
Americanization—A Task for the 
Churches;’’ the title for the junior book 
will be, ‘‘The Call to the Colors.’’ 


Missionary Pageant—The pageant, 
‘Christ in America,’’ was presented before 
a large audience in St. Luke’s ‘Church, Lock 
Haven, Pa., on February 26. The pageant 
was arranged and directed by Miss Anna 
Froelick, of the Normal School faculty. 
The principal character was assumed by 
Miss Estella Wagner. The singing of mis- 
sionary hymns and patriotic songs, led by 
the choir, and the marches were impressive 
factors in the presentation. A feature of 
the evening was a solo by Mrs. Ethel 
Masterson. The work of Mrs. George 
Eadie, the organist of the Church, added 
much to the success of the pageant. A 
silver offering was received. é 


Winter Events in Christ Church, Ann- 
ville—On November 24, the W. M. 8. of 
Christ Church, Annville, Rev. William F. 
DeLong, pastor, held its Thank Offering 
service and annual public meeting. The 


. offering laid upon the altar at this service 


amounted to $55.53. In December Mrs. 
Paul Forry, Secretary of Literature, can- 
vassed the congregation and secured 42 
renewals and 12 new subscribers to the 
‘*Outlook of Missions.’? Miss Ruth Whis- 
keyman sold 48 Prayer Calendars to mem- 
bers of the society and congregation. Dur- 
ing the second week in January the so- 
ciety conducted a Recruiting Campaign; 32 
new members were secured. On the even- 
ing of February 26 the society gave a 
social and reception in honor of these new 
members. The program for this event con- 
sisted of special music, the new Missionary 
‘“Clinic,’? which was very much appreciat- 
ed, and a brief but excellent address by 
the pastor, Rev. Mr. DeLong. The de- 
lightful social hour was enjoyed by all 
present. Dainty refreshments were served. 


Trinity, Tamaqua, at Work—In Decem- 
ber the W. M. S. held its first Thank Offer- 
ing in connection with the regular Sunday 
evening services. The pastor, Rev. A. C. 
Thompson, preached an appropriate sermon, 
after which Mrs. A. Warner, the Thank 
Offering Secretary, took her place at the 
altar. 'The members of the society went 
forward and presented their thank offer- 
ing. As each woman placed her offering 
upon the receptacle, she recited a Seripture 
verse. While the members remained at the 
altar, Rev. Thompson offered the consecra- 
tion prayer. The Mission Band was re- 


‘organized under the leadership of Miss 


Ethel Baer. At the first meeting 37 were 
present! at the fourth mecting, held Feb- 
ruary 15, the membership had grown to 66. 
“Jack and Janet in the Philippines’? and 
‘“Stories of Brotherhood’’ are the text- 
books used for the study period. Miss 
Baer says: ‘‘We are having a contest and 
the children are delighted to bring new 
members. ’’ 


Big Sister Meeting—Miss Raesly, of 819 
Ferry ‘street, Easton, entertained the 


He 


Schlatter Missionary Society at her home 
on March 6. This had been designated 
‘‘Big Sister Meeting.’’ Each member 
brought a young girl of the congregation 
as her guest. A very excellent program 
was presented of which the girls had en- 
tire charge. During the social hour re- 
freshments were served. 


The following are the officers in the re- 
cently organized missionary society in 
Salem Church, Shamokin: President, Mrs. 
R. F. Weber; Vice-President, Mrs. J. C. 
Lauer; Recording Secretary, Miss Reta 
Weber; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Wm. 
Shallick; Treasurer, Mrs. S. C. Lenker; 
Secretary of Literature, Miss Maud Shuey; 
Secretary of Thank Offering, Mrs. F. E. 
Smeltzer. The society was organized with 
15 members. 


Mrs. Edward F. Evemeyer returned to 
her home in ‘Easton during the first days of 
March, after having spent a month at At- 
lantic City. Mrs. ‘Ey emeyer is much im- 
proved in health, and is gradually assum- 
ing her work, being able to work each day 
for a few hours. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 
f) McShane Bell Foundry Co. 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
CHURCH, CHIME and PEA 


B E L L Ss Memorials 


a Specialty 
MOLLER PIPE ORGANS 


In twenty-six hundred Churches. The 
highest prade instruments. Gold Medals 
and Diplomas at six International Exposi- 
tions. Every part made in our own factory 
and fully guaranteed. Catalogs, specifica- 
tions and estimates on request. 


M. P. MOLLER, - HAGERSTOWN, MD. 
=>. The Best Way 


to serve Communion, It isrever- 
ent, Sanitary, and increases at 
tendance at the Lord's Supper, 
Our services are chaste and 
beautiful. Made of finest ma. 
terials and best workmanship 


Send for illustrated price list. 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 


1701 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa,, 


\ ET ‘CHURCH:BELLS 


yx 
YY. Carry their message a’far and 


éf bring to church those who might 
forget. The sweet beauty of their 
tone is irresistable. Bells made by the 
Blymyer Process are better, more durable, 


clearer, sweeter, and they cost no more. 
Our Free Book tells all about Bells. 
The Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co., Dept. B-65 Cincinnati, 0. 


KAWNEER STORE FRONTS 


J. M. Kase & Co. 


for Churcheeand Ge LA SS 


Dwellings. 


Eighth and Court Sts. 
READING, PA. 


Beveled Plate in 
Copper and Zinc. 


MIRRORS 


A. A. RITCHER 


ARCHITECT 
READING, PA. 


Churches designed in all parts of the country 


References :—Salem. Allentown; Grace Memorial, 
Washington, D. C.; Calvary, Reading; Memorial 
Reformed, York, Pa. 


CAN YOU IMAGINE? 


Can you imagine a physician without his 
medical journal? Ot a lawyer without his 
legal journal? Or a dressmaker without her 
fashion books? Or a cook without her 
receipt books? Or a wide awake, enthusi- 
astic, sincere Church member without his 
or her Church paper? Not if each in their 
respective station are striving to render 
the greatest possible service. 

Our Church has a right to be proud of its 
paper, the ‘‘ Reformed Church Messenger.’*’ 
In the August, 1918, issue of the ‘‘ Visitor’’ 
the different departments of the paper were 
explained and an appeal for increased sub- 
scriptions for the ‘‘Messenger.’’ Since 
that time one new subscription has been 
received. Do you know that out of the 
ninety-five or more families in this charge 
only about eleven of these receive the 
“¢Messenger’’ from week to week? It is 
a record of which we cannot be glad—only 
sad. 

Every Christian home needs good Christ- 
ian literature. The ‘‘Messenger’’ each 
week brings wholesome and helpful reading 
for the whole family, general Church news, 
edifying editorials, instructive articles 
dealing with different phases of Church 
work, stories and poems, comments on the 
Sunday School lesson and Christian En- 
deavor topics, miscellaneous news and cur- 
rent opinions. 

The price of the ‘‘Messenger’’ is $2.00 a 
year, but worth much more. If you want 
to make a profitable investment, send two 
dollars for a year’s subscription to your 
Church paper. Try it for a year, broaden 
your mind and get a wider vision of your 
beloved Reformed Church. By all means, 
every member of the Consistories should 
have the ‘‘Messenger’’? come into their 


home ‘each week, and they should read it. | 


Can you imagine them doing it? 

Can you imagine that a subscription to 
the ‘‘Messenger’’ will give you fuller ap- 
preciation of your Church and an impetus 
for more loyal and sincere devotion and 
service toward your Church? Think it 
over, talk it over and try it for a year. 
Can you imagine you need your Chureh 
paper? I can. Can you imagine how 
many of our members will act on this sug- 
gestion? 


Here’s hoping quite a few 
Will send away the two 

That brings back to you 

The ‘‘Messenger.’’ Yes, do! 


—From ‘‘The Visitor,’’ of the Duncannon, 


Pa., Charge, Ralph Ellis Hartman, Min- 
ister. 


Book Reviews 


The Spinners. By Eden Phillpotts. The 
Macmillan Co., New York. 479 pages. 
Price, $1.60. > ) 


The theme of Mr. Phillpotts’ novel is an 
old one, but its development and final 
climax are most unusual. We are ‘quite 
familiar in fiction with the man who breaks 
his promise to marry the mother of his 
child, but seldom have we seen that child 
grow up to be his father’s Nemesis. ‘‘The 
Spinners’’ has the note of the inevitable, 
so frequent in the old Greek tragedy. Es- 
sentially it is a study of hatred. Mr. 
Phillpotts’ characters are well drawn and 
admirably contrasted. There is an especial 
appeal in the very lovable character of 
the old student and philosopher, Ernest 
Churchouse. The story is powerfully writ- 
ten and the interest splendidly sustained. 


Dutch Fairy Tales for Young Folks. By 
William Elliot Griffis. 220 pages, with 8 
jllustrations in color. Net, $1.25. Thomas 
Y. Crowell Co., New York. 


Who would not enjoy a book like this, 


NS <i, at 


with its droll humor, with its delicious 
glimpses into the homely life of Holland, 
with its legends and wayside stories? Dr. 
Griffis knows the Dutch people, and as a 
historian and writer of folklore he ranks 
among the best. In gathering 21 such 
picturesque short stories he has rendered 
a real service not only for the young peo- 
ple, but for their elders as well. It would 
be difficult to imagine anyone who would 
not get real pleasure out of reading this 
book, with its tales of fairyland and folk- 
lore so charmingly told. 


The War and the Future. By John Mase- 
field. 98 pages. Price, $1.25. The Mac- 
millan Company, New York.: 


We are glad for the publication of the 
two soul-stirring lectures by this great Eng- 
lish poet. The one is on ‘‘St. George 
and the Dragon;’’ the other on ‘‘The War 
‘and the Future,’’ and both were delivered 
in America during the early part of 1918. 
The vital and vivid pictures drawn by a 
master hand thrill with the urge of a 
splendid personality. Mr. Masefield is a 
real. patriot, intensely zealous for the 
honor of old England, but not oblivious to 
her past faults; and he closes with an elo- 
quent appeal for the internationalism 
which is the one hope of mankind to 
supersede the competing nationalism that 
led to the Great War. 


The Things Men Fight For is one of the 
books recently published by the Mac- 
millan Company. 


The author, Mr. H. H. Powers, treats in 
a most vivacious and eloquent style the 
great problems with which the great Coun- 
cil of Peace is now struggling at Ver- 
sailles. ; 


There is probably no single publication 
to be had at the present time which throws 
so much light on the great world prob- 
lems of today, and with which the great 
statesmen of ages past have struggled for 
solution. According to this publication the 
tangible things for which men fight aro 
commerce, territory and independence. 
These seem to be the more real, but they 
are not. 


The intangible things are the more real 
for which men fight—race unity, religion, 
and nationality. The new nationalism, na- 


tional patriotism, is the great ideal and | 


potent factor, which is fundamentally the 
cause of all war and does not lend itself 
to arbitration. ‘ 


One of the greatest problems of the na- 
tions, as pointed out in this book, is the 
sea problem. France and Spain in this re- 
spect have been the most happy, for their 
territory is so delineated by nature and 
with free access to the sea it has been 
easy for them to assimilate their people 
jnto a homogeneous political unit. How- 
ever, irrespective of these homogeneous 
political units, ‘‘of France, even more than 
of Britain, it must be noted that the old- 
time possibility of independent action is 
past, seemingly forever. The nations will 


no longer be played off one against the 


other, but stand in more or less perma- 


nent groups; groups so large, so solid, that 


no one power can hope to resist them, or 
singly, be safe from their inevitable ag- 
gressions.”? 


In looking to the future, the author 
states: ‘‘America is not the broadest nor 
the last base of civilization.’’ The larg- 
est and best endowed area must seemingly 
dominate world counsels in the end. Rus- 


sia has the largest body of white men. 


It is the most productive of empires, has 
the most room to grow, and the best assur- 
ance that she can never be outgrown © 

any rival—and yet, ther 10 country 
the world that nee 


a 
ic ay a pilin at he 


all sides. 
from the east, and Europe from the west. __ 
Some day she will demand an outlet. pe 


What New York is to the United States, ; 
that Constantinople some day must be to my 
Russia. ‘New York.drains one-third of the — 
commerce of the United States. The re 
sources of Russia are estimated to be three 
times greater than those of the United 
States, and the Dardanelles is the naturah 
and easiest outlet for most of this com- —— 
merce. The great spokesman of Russiahas 
already prophetically spoken: ‘*‘We have e ae 
come to take up the burden of civiliga- 
tion. We have come to relieve the tired Ae 
men.’? A great struggle is imminent in oi 
the future. According to the author, the 
great war which just ended ismot the last. _ 
‘‘The time will almost certainly come when __ 
Germany and her ally can not brave the 
east alone, when Russia will begin her — 
struggle for organic completeness. Then 
the true relation of interest will reveal it- 
self and Germany will combine’ with 
Western Europe for defence against 
power whose mass makes her irresistil 
and whose unripeness make her dangeroi 

The essentials of such a combinat 
will be Teutonic unity, in which | 
dinavian and Anglo-Saxon and German 
be but branches from a single ster 
thought could be more abhorrent in 
moment of bitter hostility, but this i 
a moment. The author has a fine chi 
ter on ‘‘Proposed Remedies for War,’? 
which he states: ‘‘War brings su r 
but it also brings large emotional ¢ 
sations. War suspends the protectio: 
peace, but it safeguards the protective 
stincts. War renders a real sery 
cost is voluntarilv ineurred for t 
We commend this book as an admi 
help to understand what the great s 
men are now trying to settle at 
cil table. ; e 
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Sermon Material — 
For Lent and Easter 


Lent and Holy Week, by H. Thu 
Lenten Psalms, by J. Adams, 6 
Lenten Sermons and Outlines, 
laday, $2.00. aK, 
Call of the Lord, by F. W. Drake, $ 
Resurrection and Paul’s Argm 
L. Frick, $1.25. ie 
Picture of the Resurrection, by J. 
35¢. , ts 
Glory After the Passion, by J. 
$1.50. . OS a) Aa 
Cross and Passion, by G. H , 
Passion of Christ, by J. 8. abel '§ 
Our Lord’s Resurrection, by 
son, $1.40. : 
Easter Reflections, by 0. B. S 
Festival Shrines, by Will S. 
Lenten Sermons, by H. Sieck, $ 


Lententide Sermonettes, by J. 

-Passiontide Sermonettes, by 
Seiss, 80. hae 
(These two, are p 
: ume. — 


. The Passion of ¢ 
n 50«¢. s 


SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR LENT 


7 First Week— 4 
} Heb. 2: 17-18, 4: 15-16. 
Luke 4: 1-14. 


Matt. 6: 9-13, James 1: 2-4. 
Luke 11: 21-26. 
Mark 10: 35-41. 
Mark 3: 13-14, II Cor. 3: 17-18 
II Cor. 4: 7-18. 

Second Week— 
Isaiah 29: 13-15, Matt. 15: 7-9. 


Matt. 23: 5-10. 
Matt. 6: 2-6. 
Matt. 5: 13-16, 6: 1-2 
Matt. 5: 33-37. 
Matt. 6: 16-18. * 
Matt. 7: 15-21 

Third Week— 


Matt. 7: 21-25. 
Matt. 12: 47-50. 
ie John 4: 31-34, John 7: 17. 
, Matt. 4: 17-23. 
John 21: 15-23. 
Matt. 6: 24-33. 
Matt. 26: 36-46. 
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. SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
__. Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Third Sunday in Lent. March 23, 1919 
ISRAEL WARNED AGAINST 'COMPRO- 
MISE 

_ Joshua 23: 1-24: 28 
} * Golden Text—Evil companionships cor- 
i rupt good morals. 1 Corinthians 15: 33. 


Lesson Outline—1. Choice. 2. 
3. Consecration. 


Courage. 


‘Our lesson is the story of Joshua’s fare- 
well meeting with the people. His long 
life was drawing to its close. He had been 
a great champion of Jehovah, of dauntless 
courage and unwavering consecration. And 
great had been his ‘achievements for 
Israel. But the dying leader realized that 
his work was far from completion. There 
remained much land to be possessed and 
many enemies to be overcome. And, above 
all, there was the nation, whose frailty 
and fiickleness Joshua knew from experi- 
ence. 


So he gathers the people together to lis- 
ten to his valedictory.. It was an im- 
pressive scene, twice repeated it would 
-— seem. And the two addresses, one in their 
aim and spirit, are an embodiment of 
-  —s-« Joshua’s piety and patriotism. Their key- 
note is, ‘“Cleave unto the Lord your God.’’ 
' That exhortation, interwoven with warn- 
ings and promises, is Joshua’s legacy to 
Israel. The first address consists mainly 
; of exhortation (23: 1-16); the second is 
an historical summary of, Israel’s past ex- 
‘perience, closing with a ringing challenge 
for decision (24: 1-28). 

I. Choice—It appears that the nation was 
assembled at Shechem. There, on the slop- 
ing sides of Ebal and Gerizim, on their 
first entrance into Canaan, they had made 
solemn vows to serve God. And amid these 
hallowed associations the aged Joshua again 
exhorted them to cleave to God and love 
- Him. ‘‘Choose ye this day whom ye will 

serve’’ (24: 15). He stressed the necessity 
and importance of making a definite choice 
and its urgency. 

- _‘Men quite commonly deceive themselves 
about the necessity of making a choice. 
_ We speak of ‘‘drifters’’ and ‘‘floaters,’’ 
as though there were men whose lives are 
controlled by chance rather than by choice. 
it that is not true to fact. All men are 
tantly facing alternatives—right and 
and foolish, high and low. And 


ay 
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The Church Services 


Fourth Week— 


Matt. 12: 9-14. 
Matt. 15: 1-6. 
Mark 2: 23-28. 
Mark 7: 14-20. 
Matt. 21: 9-13. 
Mattaca: dant Ue 
Tanke Vel, 
Fifth Week— 


John 15: 9-15. 
Matt. 18: 1-14. 


Luke 15: 21-32. 
Mark 6: 30-34, Matt. 23: 37-38. 
John 18: 1-15. 
awobn is 1%: 

: I-Cor. 18. 

Sixth Week— 
Matt. 6: 19-24. 
Matt. 6: 25-33. 
Luke 14: 16-24. 
Matt. 13: 19-23. 
Luke 12: 16-21. 
John 10: 10-16. 
Luke 10: 30-37. 
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they must choose one or the other. Action 
is not automatic. It is voluntary. The 
will of man chooses and decides what his 
conduct shall be. Evil men, as well as the 
good, choose whom they will serve. 
<<Drifters’’? are persons who do not real- 


ize the tremendous importance of their 


choices. They fail to consult reason and 
conscience before making a decision. They 
let their instincts rule and control their 
conduct. They make wrong choices because 
they refuse to face the facts. Nothing, per- 
haps, is more important than to subject 
the will to the enlightening discipline of 
facts of all kinds. Let us teach the young 
candidly what the facts are of intemper- 
ance, impurity, materialism and other 
wrong courses of conduct. That will en- 
able them, as nothing else, to train their 
will to make right choices. 

And that is true also of religious choices 
and decisions. ‘‘\Choose to serve God’’ 
should not be an autocratic command, ac- 
companied by threats and enforced with 
punishment. Made thus, it may easily 
arouse rebellion and raise suspicion. It is 
far more effective if presented as an in- 
vitation to men to face the facts of life, 
past and present, outer and inner, tem- 
poral and eternal, and then to make their 
decision in the light of these facts. 

That is what Joshua did when he made 
his final appeal to Israel. His valedictory 
is not a menacing order from a departing 
commander. It is an appeal to reason and 
experience from the lips of a patriarch. 
First he rehearsed the history of the nation. 
Scan the past, he told the people. See 
what God has done for you from the time 
of Abraham! He made a solemn and noble 
choice in religion. At a great sacrifice, he 
renounced idolatry, And Jehovah had 
blessed him and his seed. Joshua held that 
in the light of history God was entitled to 
their loyal obedience. ‘‘Now therefore 
fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity 
and truth: and put away the gods which 
your fathers served beyond the river and in 
Egypt’’ (24: 2-14). 

And then Joshua appealed specifically to 
their reason. There were many gods in 
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those days, and many modes of worship. 
The people were quite’familiar with the 
idols of Lgypt and with the gods of Canaan. 
Compare these false and foolish deities 
with Jehovah, said Joshua to the people; 
contrast their rival claims, their service 
and rewards. And then decide whose yoke 
you will bear. Last, and best of all, this 
Valiant champion of God appealed to his 
own example, ‘‘But as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord’’ (24: 15). 
That was his crowning argument, his most 
conclusive and convincing reason. Consist- 
ently and constantly he had served Jeho- 
vah, and his household had caught the in- 
fection of his loyal spirit. His life, known 
to all, clothed his parting words with 
power. 

We may well sit at the feet of Joshua 
and learn of him when we seek to lead 
young people to choose God. Our Christian 
religion does not fear the facts of history, 
nor the verdict of human experience. Like 
Paul, we are not ashamed of. the Gospel of 
Christ. We are more than willing to have 
it compared with other ‘‘gospels.’?’ In the 
full light of experience and reason, we 
say to man, Choose to serve God! But to 
carry any force whatsoever, our appeal 
must be illustrated by our life.. Example 
must be added to precept. 

Joshua also emphasizes the urgency of 
Israel’s choice. ‘‘This day’’ he would have 
them make their decision. There are many 
reasons why it is foolish, and may be 
fatal, to delay one’s decision for God. To- 
day is the only right time for that mo- 
mentous choice. There may be no _to- 
morrow. And, if there be one or many, 
every wrong choice makes the right one 
more difficult. ‘Character, whether good 
or evil, tends toward fixity. There may 
come a time, after persistent and wilful 
sinning, when the soul of man is so blinded 


-and blunted that he cannot choose to do 


the right. : 


II. Courage—Joshua moved and convine- 
ed Israel by his noble valedictory. The 
people responded with enthusiasm to his 
appeal. They said, ‘‘God forbid that we 
should forsake the Lord to serve other 
gods’’ (24: 16-18). But Joshua was a wise 
leader. Their cordial acclaim did not be- 
guile him. He knew their faint heart and 
their fickle mood. He also understood 
thoroughly that enthusiastic convictions re- 
quire resolute courage for their transla- 
tion into life and action. Hence he said 
to the applauding and consenting multitude, 
‘Ye cannot serve the Lord; for he is an 
holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not 
forgive your transgressions nor your sins’’ 
(24: 19-20). 

Jesus spoke in a similar vein more than 
once when impetuous men eagerly sought 
to follow Him. He bade them count the 
cost of discipleship. To serve God means 
to forsake all idols. It means to set one’s 
face like flint against sin. And that is a 
great moral conflict, requiring courage and 
steadifast resolution. It would be a great 
mistake to recruit men for the service of 
God by misrepresenting that life. It is 
not an invitation to ease and indolence. It 
is a call to battle. Great temptations will 
come, and great tests, that will try to the 
umost the faith and fortitude of God’s 
servants. ‘‘Now, therefore, put away the 
strange gods which are among you, and in- 
cline your heart unto the Lord, the God 
of Israel’? (24: 23). The people were 
ready to meet the test. They said, ‘‘The 
Lord our God will we serve, and unto his 
voice will we hearken’’ (24: 24). 

III. Consecration—Then came the closing 
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a | 
scene of that touching farewell meeting 
(24: 25-28). The people renewed their cove- 


nant with Jehovah. Joshua recorded their 
solemn vows into the book of the law of 
the Lord, and he set up a great stone. un- 
der an oak near the sanctuary as a sacred 
memorial. And thus the day ended with 
this act of consecration. It had become 
truly a decision day in the life of the na- 
tion. 

That is what confirmation should mean 
to us. There, too, we have a period of pre- 
paration culminating in a day of solemn 
choice. Instead of abandoning that sacred 
custom of our fathers for other ways, less 
wise and winsome, let us make the most of 
it for leading our youth to an intelligent 
and resolute decision ‘‘to cleave to God.’’ 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev., Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


March 23rd. The Art of Building Char- 
acter. I Cor. 3: 10-17 - 


It is significant to note that this lesson 
is taken from one of the Epistles of St. 
Paul. He was a man of the city and fre- 
quently spoke in terms of city conditions 
and surroundings. When he speaks of 
character he compares it to a building and 
is thinking of its foundations, its: walls 
and roof and furnishings. When we go 
into the Gospels and read there about char: 
acter in the teachings of Jesus, we find 
that it is a growth, life, development. 
Jesus was a man of the country and drew 
His illustrations from nature and the life 
that moved round and about Him. For all 


practical purposes, however, there is very _ 


little difference between these two concep- 
tions of character. Of course, character is 
a thing that grows and develops from an 
inner life principle. It is not a mechan- 
ieal or manufactured construction, and it 
is not something that is put together from 
elements that have no vital relationship to 
each other. ‘Character is life. It is the 
result of forces that operate in and upon 
the individual. It is a process as well as a 
product in life. It is not a theory or rule 
or law, but the outgrowth of certain fac- 
tors that tend to produce it. 


There are at least three elements that 
enter into the making of character. The 
first of these is heredity. We come from 
afar. We are born into the world with 
certain tendencies and inclinations. There 
are elements in our blood which can be 
accounted for in no other way than by 
heredity. Some people come into the 
world with a serious handicap. They have 
vitiated blood in their veins. They are 
bound by evil tendencies in their lives. 
Their lives are one continuous struggle 
against some of these hampering odds that 
cling to them from their ancestors. We 
may never have appreciated fully the won- 
derful influence for weal or woe that hered- 
ity exercises upon us. It influences our 
point of view of life, gives us the basis 
upon which we stand, whether this is 
physical or intellectual or moral. People 
who come into the world with a long line 
of degenerates back of them find it far 
more difficult to be good and to rise in the 
world than those who have pulsating 
through their veins the blood of noble gen- 
erations in the past. 

A second element that enters into the 
formation of character is environment. We 
become very largely what our surroundings 
make of us. There are those who would lay 
more emphasis upon environment than 
upon heredity. Without doubt environment 
does exert a wonderful influence upon life. 
In many instances it overcomes the forces 
of heredity. It makes a big difference 
where people live, the air they breathe, the 
food they eat, the clothing they wear, the 
friends with whom they associate, the 
moral and religious surroundings in which 
they find themselves. Many people have 
been well-born, but their lives were molded 
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by evil surroundings and they made ship- 
wreck of themselves during the course of 
years. It is of the utmost importance to 
change the environment in which people 
live so that the highest type of character 
may be developed. 

But there is a third factor that enters 
into the making of character, and that is 
one’s own personality. This is the most 
important of all. Our own thoughts and 
feelings and will, after all, determine our 
real character. These may rise above 
heredity and environment. It is personal- 
ity that actually makes character. The 
thoughts we think, the feelings and emo- 
tions which we cherish, the choices which 
we make in life, the desires of our hearts, 
the resolves of our lives—these make our 
character, The thing of primary import- 
ance, therefore, is to develop along Christ- 
ian lines these personal elements of our 
life. Think pure thoughts, have noble as- 
pirations, will high resolves, and you will 
find that your character will develop into 
that which you desire it to be. 

Now, character is not made in a single 
day. The time element that enters into 
it must be taken into consideration. It is 
a matter of slow development. It is ‘‘line 
upon line, precept upon precept, here a 
little and there a little.’’? It is not built 
over night, but slowly and silently while 
men are scarcely aware of it their char- 


acter is being formed. Their daily routine © 


of life, regularity in doing the things that 
are good, true and honest “make their char: 
acter. It does not require very much art 
to accomplish this. Jt goes forward in 
silence. It is unobtrusive. There is no 
flourish of trumpets, no great shoutings 
and noise and confusion. But quietly the 
thing goes forward, and by and by the real 
character of the individual emerges. It 
is a growth. There is the law of mystery 
connected with it as there is in all forms 
of growth. 

While character is life, it at the same 
time conforms to law and is in large meas- 
ure the product of certain laws operating 
upon life. These laws are obedience, 
truth, sincerity, goodness, ete. Ruskin 
speaks of the ‘‘seven lamps of architect- 
ure,’? meaning, of course, the seven out- 
standing elements that enter into the 
building of character. 

If we think of character in terms of 
building we would naturally think first 
of all of having a definite plan and pur- 
pose in life. When we construct a building 
we must have an ideal. The building ex- 
ists in idea and in ideal before ever a stone 
is put upon another. We must have a pat- 
tern. “See to it that ye make everything 


according to the pattern shown thee in the - 


mount.’? We have an Architect and He 
has given us the plans of this great build- 
ing of human character. 

Then we must lay deep and strong 
foundations. Much of the work of the 
foundations never appears; it is under the 
surface. But how important good founda- 
tions are! So when we build character we 
must have a strong foundation upon which 
to rest the whole structure. While there are 
many different styles of architecture, all 
of them agree on the importance of founda- 
tions, and so in life the foundations are 
very important. We might think of physi- 
cal foundations, of intellectual founda- 


tions, of spiritual foundations. These must 


‘be carefully observed if the structure of 
our character is to amount to anything. 
Another thing that we would 
about is the materials that enter into our 
building. If we gather together imperfect 
material we will have an imperfect build- 


ing. If we slight the work here and there | 


we will have a weak structure. See to it 


think | 
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that your character is built according to a al ies 


plumb line. 


In a certain sense we are all the builders’ 
of our own fortunes and destinies. In 


o 


another sense God is the builder ee Bae n 


lives. The finest and © 
be out when Gox r: 


of, 


After the Flood we are told that the 
people wanted to build a tower that would 
reach into the skies. All of us are build- 
ing not only for time, but for eternity. 
Whatever earthly buildings we may erect 
will eventually crumble back into the dust. 
The characters which we build will last 
through all eternity. This is the only thing 
that we can take with us unto the other 
side. How important, therefore, that we 
should build wisely and well. This is the 

_ ‘mansion’? that we are going to have in 
the Father’s House. Let us build it ac- 
cording to the plan of the great Architect. 


‘‘When God would build Himself a life, 
Silent He labors, working through 

The love of friend and child and wife, 
Which is as sunlight and as dew. 


ae **O sacred hands that toiled for me! 
ae O love less human than divine, 

ait? Whate’er I am, and yet shall be, 

att The building of my soul was Thine.’’ 


_—“‘<sW&zBETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
3 _ Rev. W. F. More, D. D., Superintendent 


A Week Off 


After officiating at the Home wedding of 
which I told you last week, I finished my 
preparations, and at 5.11 P. M. started for 
_ Allentown and Rochester for a week’s rest 
and recuperation in connection with a visit 
to my daughters. 


I am writing this in’ Rochester, N. Y. 
Providence is favoring me with unusually 
pleasant weather. This is the second day 
of continuous sunshine, which they tell me 
is unusual in this city. It makes out-of- 
doors especially inviting, and I am taking 
full advantage of it. 


Already I feel much refreshed and im- 
_ proved in health and spirits. Whether this 

is due to rest from Orphans’ Home work, 
or change of scene, or diverting exercise, 
or the cheerv welcome of my daughters, or 
_ their unique birthday gift, or the kindly 
greetings of their many friends, I cannot 
tell. I feel sure, however, that it is at 
least partly due to a package of birthday 
oa letters from the Home folks, of which the 
ue ; Be ssne may serve as a sample: 


Dear Bethany Father:— 


I take great pleasure in wishing you a 
very happy birthday, and I hope that you 
may live to see many morghappy days, and 
that for each day you may have sufficient 
strength of body, mind and spirit. 
ry I hope you may have a good rest during 
your little vacation, and I am sure we are 
Se all going to do our best to make your home- 
Be coming a pleasant one, with no bad news 
_ to grieve you. 

Father More, we will miss you and will 
be anxious for your return; but leaving us 

a little makes us appreciate you all “the 

more. I will never have a better home 

than you have given me. 

¢ Again wishing you many happy. returns 
of the day, I am, 


Your Bethany Daughter, 


5 


‘Thus the pleasure of our vacation is 
* Pe vtion by the assurance of a hearty 
pp vetcome home. 


OEBE DEACONESS AND OLD 
FOLKS’ HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
. Robert M. Kern, Superintendent 


This beautiful spring weather gladdens 
e hearts of our aged residents. They are 
shted, when they can walk out and par- 
Lot | God's sunshine and fresh air. We 


4 ee health. Our family seem 


° 


we can again report our family 


ve more attention 


, therefore 
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here than in their own homes, especially 
in ease of sickness. Several of our resi- 
dents who had been very ill made the re- 
mark that they knew if they had not been 
here they would never have recovered. 
One of our residents who has been in the 
Home some time, states she feels perfectly 
contented and happy, and has never been 
homesick. Others who have been here for 
a number of years have never expressed a 
wish to visit their relatives, even though 
they know they are privileged to do so dur- 
ing the summer months. 

We have made several appeals for a type- 
writer, but as yet have had no response, 
we are endeavoring to raise 
money to buy one. We are going to sell 
rust and stain remover. Half of the money 
received for it is profit and goes to the 
Home. This opportunity is only given to 
work of the Church. If we can introduce 
this in any Church Society,- class or organ- 
ization we receive $5 as a reward for 
advertising their goods. This would be a 
splendid way for some of the Auxiliary 
Chapters to make money for Donation Day, 
and at the same time help us to earn our 
typewriter, We hope the friends of the 
institution will help us. Any information 
on this subject can be obtained from the 
Home. 

Rey. J. J. Schaeffer, Ph. D., of Allentown, 
conducted services Sunday, March 9. Rev. 
A. S. Meck, of Easton, will conduct services 
Sunday, March 16th; Rev. F. P. Laros, of 
Alburtis, Sunday, March 23, and Rev. H. J. 
Donat, of Macungie, Sunday, March 30. 


JOHN T. THOMPSON 


John T. Thompson, the father of Mrs. J. 
Gerhardt Lampe, of 111-North Fulton ave- 
nue, Baltimore, died Friday, January 17, 


- 1919, after a lingering illness of several 


months. He was born in Baltimore, April 
23, 1849, and was for 25 years in the serv- 
ice of the Baltimore and Ohio Railway. He 
is survived by his faithful wife, Mrs. Alice 
Thompson, and by his son, Charles, living 
in Baltimore, and by the following chil- 
dren: Mrs. Dunn, Mary, John, Harry and 
Mrs. Lampe, all living at home. The fu- 
neral servies were held from his late home 
on Monday, January 20, with interment in 
Loudon Park Cemetery. He had been a 
member of the Lutheran Church and two 
months before his death renewed his faith 
with the Third Reformed Church, the Rev. 
James Riley Bergey, pastor. 

Mr. Thompson was held in high esteem. 
A large circle of friends gathered to pay 
their last respects to one so cheerful and 
inspiring in all his fellowship. Sorrow and 
suffering ploughed deep furrows of pain 
from which grew a golden harvest of hope, 
of brothely love and of Christly patience. 
He was most considerate and from him 


easy-going 


fully warranted. 
KNOLL MFG. 
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good will that thought for all in 
His home life was remarkably blest. 
and children and grandchildren were 
all dear to him. Of particular interest was 
his eagerness to see his grandson, Lieut. 
Harold F; Lampe, who was: demobilized a 
few days before Mr. Thompson’s death, and 
to whom Mr. Thompson gave his hand in 
benediction. Mrs. Thompson was the faith- 
ful attendant on her husband until a few 
days before his death, when her health 
broke down. It was a joy to minister to 
him because of his unusually receptive 
soul, B. 


came a 
need. 
Wife 


MRS. NORA M. MABRY 


When another day of a busy, earnest 
Christian life was ending she passed out 
and up to her loved ones in that realm 
where life is eternal. Mrs. Nora M. Mabry, 
relict of “Rev. J. W. Mabry and second 
daughter of Prof. and Mrs. J: T. Stamm, 
entered into rest on Tuesday, December 
10, 1918. Death came to her in the Farm- 
ers’ Hotel at Fritztown, Berks County, 
Pa. In Fritztown she was engaged in pub- 
lic school teaching, a work she greatly lov- 
ed. On the Saturday previous she attended 
the Teachers’ Institute in Reading; she 
taught on Monday and remained at her 
post of duty on Tuesday until half after 
three; then, feeling ill, she went to the 
hotel, where at 8.30 o’clock that evening 
she breathed her last. Pneumonia was the 
immediate cause of her death. How true, 
‘‘there is but a step between me and 
death.’? Her house- was always set in 
order and the summons found her ready to 
depart, to enter 
and Master. Rev. Mr. Mabry died a score 
of years ago. He and three daughters, 
Grace, Edith and Esther, were awaiting 
the homecoming of wife and mother. The 
suddenness of the death was a great shock 
to the relatives and friends. The funeral 
was held in Reading on Tuesday. Decem- 
ber 17. To comply with her request, Rev. 
Rufus C. Zartman, D. D., of Philadelphia, 
officiated and was assisted by Rev. Thomas 
W. Dickert, pastor of St. Stephen’s ‘Church, 
Reading. Mrs. Mabry and her daughter, 


Esther, were at one time members of Dr . 


Zartman’s Church. 2 Cor. 5: 8, ‘*To be 
absent from the body is to be at home with 
the Lord,’’ was the text upon which Dr. 
Zartman spoke. Rey. Mr. Dickert added 
words of comfort from St. John 14: 1-3. 
Two young women sang, ‘“Gathered Home 
One by One’’ and ‘‘ Asleep in Jesus.’’ In- 
terment was made in the beautiful ‘Charles 
Evans Cemetery. 

Mrs. Mabry is survived by three sisters 
and one brother, viz.: Mrs. Ida E. Mache- 
mer, 744 North Ninth < street, Reading; 
Miss Ella L. Stamm, 629 North Nineteenth 
street, Philadelphia; Miss.Lovie L. Stamm, 
Dodge City, Nebraska, and Calvin G. 
Stamm, Kutztown, Pa. As maiden, as mis- 
tress of the manse, as mother, and as mas- 
ter in the school room she reflected sun- 
shine, lived to love and serve, and ever by 
word and deed evinced the true, the beauti- 
ful and the good. Guiding stars to her 
were faith, hope and love. 


‘¢When faith is strong and conscience clear, 
And words of peace the spirit cheer, 
And visioned glories half appear, 
*Tis joy, ’tis triumph then to die.’’ 


MRS. LOUISA HILLEGASS 


The oldest member of the Second Church 
of Harrisburg, Pa., Rev. Alfred Nevin 
Sayres, pastor, passed to her reward on 
February 22, 1919. She was Mrs. Louisa 
Hillegass, the widow of Josiah Hillegass, a 
former Assemblyman of the State of Penn- 
sylvania. Mrs. Hillegass celebrated her 
94th birthday on October 1st of last year, 
being the first birthday that was not spent 
in. her customary activity. For she was 
taken last August with dropsy, and until 
the time of her death was confined to her 


the school of her Lord. 


chair, being unable even to lie down for 
more than an hour on a few occasions. 

Though she had no children of her own, 
her departure is mourned by a multitude 
of persons to whom she was the noblest of 
mothers. She is survived by a sister, Mrs. 
Mary Cook, aged 86, and a faithful mem- 
ber of Messiah Lutheran 'Church, who made 
her home with the deceased at 1206 North 
Sixth street, from which place she was 
buried. She is also survived by a step- 
daughter, Mrs. Rebecca Schrimer, of Allen- 
town; a step-son, Mr. Oliver Hillegass, of 
Philadelphia; a step-grandson, Mr. Josiah 
Hillegass, of Harrisburg, and three grand- 
sons, as well as the following nephews and 
nieces: Mr. Edgar Pennypacker, of New 
York; Mrs. Emma Gardner, of Harrisburg; 
Mrs. Ella Gardner, of Carlisle,-Pa.; Mrs. 
Grace Knight, of Philadelphia, Pa.; Mrs. 
Mary Leason, of 'Camp Hill, Pa., and Mrs. 
Joseph Hart, of Allentown; Mrs. Jennie 
Bowman, of ‘Camp Hill, and Messrs. Robert 
and James Cook, of Harrisburg. 

Mrs. Hillegass was a very active woman 
both in private and in Church life: Having 
no children of her own, her heart seemed to 
be big enough to adopt all the children of 
the world. ‘So she gathered them into her 
home and into her Sunday School, where 
both by word and deed she taught them of 
her Master, Jesus Christ. Though original- 


Mrs. Louisa Hillegass 
(At Age of 95) 


ly a member of the Salem Church, she was _ 


transferred on November 7, 1881, to the 


Second Church, then a struggling mission, — 


where already for more than a decade she 
had been a member and teacher in the Sun- 
day School. With Prof. J. H. Kurzen- 
knabe, still living at Camp Hill, Pa., she 
took a number of the smallest children 
from the crowded little room on Reily 
street to the Goodwill Engine House, where 
they had room to grow and did grow, and 
from that time (1871) until a few years 
ago, she was active in the work of that 
Sunday School, much of the progress of 
which is owing to the fidelity and devotion 
of this dear saint, now gone to her rest. 
Mrs. Hillegass was buried in Penbrook 
Cemetery on Tuesday afiternoon, February 
25, the service being conducted by her pas- 
tor, Rev. Mr. Sayres, assisted by Rev. W. 
H. A. Hanson, of the Messiah Lutheran 
Church. Rev. Mr. Sayres preached from 
the text, ‘‘It is finished,’’ one of Jesus’ 
last words from the cross. In her de- 
parture Second Reformed people have ex: 


perienced a sense of deep loss, though her 


memory and her influence will live on 
through many years in the minds and hearts 
of that congregation. 
personality may be reproduced in the count- 
less growing lives that hera has touched! 


God grant that her 
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FOOT COMFORT ASSURED 


Brooklyn Man Solves the Problem 


It is on longer necessary to suffer agonies 
that are caused by misfit shoes, for Mr. 
Simon, of Brooklyn, has proven that he 
can fit perfectly by mail. Simon’s Ezwear 
shoes are built to give every possible foot 
comfort; they are soft and stylish and do 
not need breaking in. They fit like the 
proverbial old pair, the minute you wear 
them. Every pair is guaranteed to give 
satisfaction and; to fit perfectly. 

Mr. J. S. Simon will gladly send a free 
catalogue of over 500 styles of Ezwear 
shoes to all who write him, along with his 
scientific self-measuring blank. Write for 


your copy to-day and give your feet their — 


much needed happiness. Address all com- 
munications to Mr. J. 8S. Simon, 1589 Broad- 


way, Brooklyn, N. Y., and you will receive — 


personal attention. 


INDIAN BASKETS 


log of Baskets. 
at Red Cross and Church Bazaars. 
age and take back all unsold. 

N. GILHAM, Highland Springs, California — 


Send for 


Soap 25c., Ointment 25 & 50c., Taleum 25c. Sample] 9 


each mailed free by “Outicura, Dept. M, Boston.” | 


Peptiron — 


A Real Inon Tonic 


Gives vigor and nerve tone to aged — 
and infirm, and those worn-out from 
overwork, worry, excitement or close 
confinement in homes or shou 


Croup, 
Seba: Sore lige 


. use WHILE You SLEEP 
Established 1879 


Itisasim 
inv orize aroxysms of Whoop- 
sa ic Croup at oe ‘4 


fortable repose. 

The air carrying the antiseptic vapor inspired: with | 
every breath, make os ing easy, soothes the 
throat, and stops th’ ugh, assuring restful lente \ 

Cresolene relieves g the, roneet cone ae 0 
Scarlet Fever an easles and is & valuable ai 
the treatment of Diphtheria. 


Cresolene’s best recommendation is its39 years o! 


successful ae Send postal for Desors live Booklet. 
OR SALE BY DRUG 5 


GISTS 
PU-GRESOLENE 6 2 indt Street, 
Led = DERESOLINE (0. 62 Gortndt Sect, : brie York 


Better Than Pills 
Tor Liver Ills. 


headaches, relieve biliousne 
correct constipation. Th 
promptly, pleasantly, mildly, 
thoroughly. : 


Illustrated Cate re 
I buy direct from Indians. Saleable 
I pay all post- = Mens 


She 


